|

The MHewsletter of the National Dragon User’s Group

ORI VO Dy S T

R RO R R A AR AN AE S
CHAIRMAN : Paul Grade. 6,Navaxino Koad, Worthing, Sudsex. BNIT-2NF. 07903-207585
EDITOR : Stephen Wood. 52,0owrnsuy, Springfield, Chelmsgord, Edssex.CMI-5TU.
S/WARE EDITOR:AMdikte Stott. 10,Mclior Close, Prescot, Merseyside. 0157/-4850-7712

B R T e e e T T T T T TR e P R S PR P PP e e S S e e 2 2
ISSUE 128 Y3K BUG DETECTED IN WIN 2K/ DECEMBER 1999

*kkdkkdkkkkk R LT E T T T R e T e T 22

Toalealey Joals
AARARARAARRRRARARARA

FREVESATFEFER Y Birsaes il s i s fe'siene U

And yet another Christmas/Winterval/New Year/Millennium/Whatever .... gets
nad all of ’em (well, except the Millennium bit)

boring, doesn’t it?, I'm sure we had a

about this time last yo. v, from my point of view there’s one change ...
this should be the last Christmas Issue of Update, so next year you’ll all have
to rely on the family, frisnds, and credit card companies to bore you into
heading for the pub!. Done i your shopping yet? ... you should have, all the
stores have been having (. i=tmas Sales ever since their August ones finished,
and of course, you've att i-d to all those seasonal essentials, like carefully
informing everyone you ki that you’ll be away in Tasmania (or somewhere
equally distant) over the tire holiday'period so that there’s no chance of them

“just dropping in" to nick the last of your Tesco Sherry and bring you the
repackaged totally useless presents you gave them last year ... you HAVE told
them, haven’t you? ... oh well, too late now, you’ll just have to make up a stack
of turkey sandwiches immediately, so they’11 be nicely stale and dried cut by the
time anyone turns up ... that ought to get rid of them if nothing else does!.

Of course, there's that extra hazard 'this year (no, not Cousin Ethel!), the
Dreaded Millennium Bug, but as most of the stuff I’ve got here is so old that it
was YiK compliant I don’t think I've got much to worry about. So it micht make
your Windoze software crash? .... big deal, I thought it was designed to do that
at regular intervals anyway, and I know my computer is OK ... you can still move
the beads along the wires just as easily whichever year it may be. Actually, it
could well have some decidedly beneficial effects ... think of it, BBC and ITV
transmitters all crashing out before they get a chance to show. all those repeats
of "The Best of..." compilations they’ve been showing ever since television was

v

invented!. Yes, things could definitely be worse!!. Have fun!. Paul.

The Editor’s Bit... .
It’s a conspiracy, I reckon. Manufacture low—quality computers which crash often
and frequently, thoroughly annoying the users. Users become so puhch drunk by
the repeated freezes and GPFs that 'they think it’s a good idea to invest in some
form of system crash monitor, such as (for the sake of argument) Norton
CrashGuard. Purchased software (manufactured by a company which has been bought
up by another, larger, company with more than a passing interest in PCs) is then
installed on computer, where it manages to have the same effect as driving a car
through a lake full of industrial strength glue and crushes the PC’s speed down
to about 33mHz, whilst flagging errors every five seconds (under the guise of
'updating sensor information’). User gets thoroughiy distressed by appalling
speed of "latest” machine, to the point of convincing themselves that the only
way around the problem is to buy a new, faster, better computer. Wwhich in
reality is a low-quality computer which crashes often and frequently...

It’s enough to make you yearn for the good old ?FC ERROR. But remember, you’ve

only got two more issues to do your yearning. Stephen
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PEEKING THE DRAGON(8B84a) MIKE STOTT

So we have finally heard the news that NDUG is finishing after the April issue of
Update. I am certawnly going 1o wiss it falling through my letterbox every other
month. Will Ray Smith keep Up2date going?. I hope so. I hope that my review over
the last two issues has persuaded hundreds to subscribe and Ray will have to keep
it going. I can dream I suppose. With the news of NDUG’s forthcoming demise I
wondered what I should write about, I have decided to relate a story with nothing
to do with computers but you will all see the relevance later. During my wife’s
half term holidays from school we now visit Leeds where David is at . university.
It gives us a break in a hotel for a few days and saves David cooking. During our
last visit we went round the Tetley’'s brewery where David found out why real ale
is best. On the last full day there we could not decide where to go so we
collected a pile of 1leaflets for ,iocal attractions and discovered that- the
Yorkshire Air Museum was situated at Elvington near York. Some years earlier we
had taken my mother there as thev were rebuilding a Handley Page Halifax bomber
and my father had flown in them in warr, being missing presumed kKilled just a
few months before I was born. At that time there was very little to see as they
were still gatharing bwto to burid the plane. One largish part of the fuselage
had been found in a f '~ ©1.1d being used as a hen coop and it was difficult
for them to get all e i coded as all surviving planes had been broken
down for scrap. Around the in. . : walls of the hangar which houses the Halifax
are walls built with b , cced by relatives and friends of Halifax aircrew
with the monev used to fund LU cbuilding. We found our bricks.and.attempted to
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take photos in the poor lioht. There were lots of other planes in the hangar and
it was impossible to get = (uil shot of the Halifax but I took as many as I had
on the film 1in the camers. Looking in the visitors book we found that our last
visit was November 1985. ° woman approached us and asked me if I had any

connection with the Halita. and | told her about my father. She then asked me if
I would 1ik2 to go on board and I was allowed on with David first and then with
Nora. The front of the plane has been more or less fitted out with dials, knobs
etc and I saw where the crew sat on take off and sat in the radio operators seat
and listenzd to the working radic. The best part of all was to see where the bomb
aimer lay across the glass at tre front of the plane 1coKing through the sights,
and the switches used to drop tha various types of bombs. This was were my father
had been nearly 60 years earlier. The bloke who showed us round the plane
explained about the various items on the plane. He told David as he sat: in the
radio operator’s seat that mos® occ. .5 of that seat would have been younger
than him. The couple had only been there on that particular day as there had been
a reunion and they had decided to ctay on and do some work. Also they said that
my mother would be allowed on 4f s&he went over on a Thursday when people work on
the plane. The general public zre not allowed on board-unfortunately. This was a
very emotional time for me and I have never felt so many different feelings at
once. I was sad at being in a |:lace where I felt that my father had met his death
and yet I was happy at being allowed to be! inside the type of plane he had flown
in so many times. I felt amazeinent at the cramped conditions the crew had had to
work in and I felt proud of wnat my father had done. I wondered whether I would
have had the guts to do what my father and so many other young men did in the
war. I learned that many bomb aimers used to hold tin hats in front of them as
they felt exposed lying on their stomachs on the glass at the front of the plane.
So what has that to do with computers and the Dragon in particular? Well I have
got similar mixed feelings about the end of NDUG. I am glad in a way that I will
not have to struggle to write an article for every issue to a deadline but I am
very sorry that an era 'is d-awing to a close. I feel proud at:-'what all the
cortributors have written over the years and especially Paul who has put so much
time and effort in over the years keeping NDUG going for so long.

I do not think anybody else would have kept it going for even half that time.
Sincere thanks from me, Paul, for g1l your efforts in doing such a marvellous

job.
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PhoemniXx & The Dragon. . -Bob Smith

So NDUG 1s closing down in April next year. There’s no way back. The melancholy
news made me depressed for a while, but then I got thinking. Is there really now
way we Dragon enthusiasts can keep up the bonds that Paul and Stephen have made
during the years? As I was already a member of an E-group (nothing to do with
computers) it struck me that those of us with access to e-mail could still keep
up a Dragon club. I then thought about those of you have sent your addresses for
publication in Update, and I thought that if most of you were interested there
would be enough support for the idea.

My next step was to get some advice from Paul Grade, and to find out what he
thought of the idea. He 1liked it, so I sent an invitation to-'all the addresses
in Update. I got a very encouraging response. What I hadn’t realised, though,
was that there are already several e-mail groups of people interested in the
Dragon computer. My only excuse for this ignorance is that I live a very
blinkered existence here in the north of Norway, and I do send my abject
apologies to all concerned. However, encouraged by Paul, I am going ahead to see
if we can’t make a go of it. The Group has been named IDUG - International
Dragon Users' Group. My next concern is for all of you who don’t have email or
some form of computerised communication. We do have an RS232 connection on the
Dragon, and plenty of really skillful Dragon experts. Maybe, who knows, a Dragon
and a cheap modem might be the answer? If you’ve got any ideas on this score,
please send an e-mail or write to me at:

Bob Smith, Sneppen 1, N-8614 YTTEREN, Norway.

Let’s make a few things clear:

1 - this is NOT a takeover of NDUG. NDUG is definitely closing down next April.

2 - Paul Grade has already joined the new IDUG group but, at his express wish, as
a 'common’ member. We now have quite a sizable membership.

3 - The e—-group is non-profit making, and will not cost you anything other than
the cost of local telephone calls if you join. I can assure you that me personal
stake in this is purely out of affection for the Dragon, and that I shall not get
any money, or other reward, from members or from the e—group.

4 — The e—-group is sponsored by selected advertising. If we don’t accept this
then we will have to pay a monthly subscription. As I said earlier, I am a
member of another e-group, and so far I’ve not received more than one advert at a
time, usually related to the group interest. The e—-group has a spam mail
detector to screen out mass circulation of unwanted mail.

5 - Any mail sent to the group from non-members is not accepted unless I
personally approve it. This has been tested. Paul sent a letter from his second
emaill address which wasn’t registered in the group. Ihad to OK it before it
could be circulated. As far as I’m aware, nobody can 301n the group without my

approval, but this has yet to be tested. ,

Following the advice of quite a few of you, we shall be setting up a home page
in the form of a magazine where we can take in all those marvellous articles you
will all be writing, but don’t forget there are still two more issues of Update
to f111. Information, small ads etc, can be circulated directly to all members

by sending an email to the group.

Here are some addresses:
Email to all members - dragonuser@egroups.com
Email to me - robert.smith@mitransport.no
IDUG homepage - http://www.egroups.com/group/dragonuser

The address of the homepage for the magazine will be activated later. 1’11
Tet you know when this is done. 'I’ve always enjoyed the present Update, so
personally I should like to have a similar layout for the new, 'Update"”, but I’'m
open to suggestions - anybody with an idea for a new title?

Don’t forget to note down the addresses — I’d really hate to miss out on good
copy because someone (not you, of course) couldn’t remember where to send it.

(
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Speed Of Obsolescence.Clive Scott

The speed of development of computers and software is getting faster and faster.
As a result, computers are becoming obsolete long before they reach the end of
their useful lives. In the days of the Dragon, computers were rendered obsolete
because the manufacturer went broke, as was the case with the Dragon. . It was
also common practice to bring out new models which were totally 1ncompat1b1e with
the models that preceded them. This was particularly true with Swnc1a1r where
all his computers were incon vlhtﬂe with each other.

The Japanese tried to create a common standard with MSX computers, but the
machines were overpriced and the specification was already out of date when it
was announced. It was also too restrictive and stifled innovation, and was
therefore only adopted by the Japanese manufactures, and completely bombed out in
the European market.

The almost universal adeoption of IBM compatwb]e computers in the home and offices
should have ended that nonsense. With their open modular construction, a fairly
standard specification, and a common operating system, each PC was guaranteed to
run PC software and the machines were easy to upgrade. In the early days, this
was certainly true. However, wh:n Windows was universally adopted as the GUI
that every machine needed to run tne new software that was coming out, everything

changed.
XTs and 286s were simply too slov ard inderpowered to have any chance and were
immediately only fit for the skip.  The increasing dominance of Microsoft with

their well deserved reputation for bloatware made the situation even worse. Hard
discs became toc small, PCs had t> little RAM, and the processor was too slow.
After a while, it became uneconcnic to upgrade the hardware, and it made more
sense to buy a totally new machine. The growth of multimedia and the internet
fuelled the urge to upgrade to a machine W1th all the latest facilities and
processing power.

With new processors coming out almost every month, and software being upgraded at
least every yeear, PCs are made out of date at an alarming rate. Whilst it is not
necessary to upigrade every time new software comes out, you can only delay for so
long because you will find that you cannot share files with other people as your
software will not be able to read their data Tiles. With the increasing use of
networks and the encouragement by the software companies to introduce group
working, 1t becomes a very important consideration. The cost of hardware is
getting ever cheaper and this encourages people to upgrade quicker than they
might othernise have done. But what happens to all the obsolete but perfectly
functional computers that companies and individuals nho Jlonger want? Most
companies are reluctant to give them away to charities or similar organisations
because they can’t be bothered ensuring that all sensitive data is erased. As a
result, thousands of computers are dumped in skips every year and since no-one
has yet designed a bio-degradakle computer yet, we must be filling up our refuse
sites witk them.

What is the answer? Jump off the bandwagon and just stick with the computer that
you have got? Many in our Group have done just that. If you are interested in
computers, however, it is very difficult to resist the urge to buy the latest
machine or software to see wha: it will do. There is a sign that computer users
are beconing jaundiced with the speed of software releases and are not upgrading
as often as they did. Windows 38 has not sold anywhere near as well as 95, and I
expect the same will happen with Office 2000. Users have all the facilities they
could possibly need - all they really want is software that is reliable and
doesn’t crash every five minules. Software companies should put more time in
sorting out the bugs in their coftware instead of issuing new versions with even
more. ;

*x* It’s a wonderful Lidea, Clive, but can you honedstly ever dee Lt happening?.
AL the Zime that puwnters are prepared 2o put up with Lowsy software and
especially Lowsy GUIS, why should ithe sogtware Lndusiry change?. It will only
work when people refudse to accept the bug ridden rubbish and demarnd theix money
back cn the grounds thait (it {8 "not of merchantable quu, P,
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Safety on the Net-Sotos Mandalos

It 1s true to say that growth of E-commerce is being slowed down by the
perception of consumers in general and to a certain extent small business, that
there are serijous security problems on the Internet. There is no gquestion in my
mind that this is what we think before we log onto www.amazon.com with a view to
buy a book,etc. If you think about it, the exponential growth of Internet use, it
seems that consumers are yet to be convinced that the Internet  is a secure
environment, it is the way forward for today and in the future. I can safely say
that the Internet 1is a trustworthy environment for performing credit card
transactions and of course exchanging information -with e-mail..messages that
travel all around the world before they get to us. A number of companies that
use the Internet for transaction operations, claim that these transactions are
probably safer than those when we have to pay cash and queue at our building
society to pay a bill. And yet customer perception remains that in the
electronic world, fraud is easily performed and worse of all that it happens all
the time! So of course businesses that live in the E-commerce world have to
change the perception and gain the trust of the electronic buyer. Believe me, it
is very easy, cheap, quick and flawless! I wanted a piece of software that
performed a particular function ' that could help me with my problem, and I
searched the Internet, downloaded, and used it within minutes. And it was the
best service I have ever received from any company. Nothing about all :this
claptrap about personal service and the like. Come on, we live in the E-commerce
world and the sooner we accepted and use it the better. Ok,I believe that there
are people not fortunate enough to be able to use the Internet for various
activities, but let me just tell you one more little story that happened about a
year ago. My mother had no experience with mobile phones, but she decided to go
with my father away for a while and went to a holiday resort in the Greek hot
summer of 13838. To make use of a public phone, she had to walk to the telephone
centre. Since she had recently undergone a triple by-pass .operation, and
couldn’t receive calls from us she was a bit handicapped and therefore decided to
invest on a mobile phone. She paid her money, got it up and running well and she
called me. Now my mum is 70 years old, and nothing could be better for her, to
be able to be away from everyone, but at the same time keep in touch. I used the
Internet to send SMS messages (www.mtnhsms.com) and I could also call her. Prior
to that convenience though, she was laughed at by the next door neighbour. How
come a lady of 70 years could carry and use a mobile phone! This was unheard of
in the small Greek village where my parents live. Coming back to the Internet,
with facilities providing us with free access to the web (in the US even the
phone is free) and the new technologies coming down the 1line with cable
connection, the Internet will be as necessary as TV in our lounges. But building
it with security in mind, there are two main issues that companies have been slow
to respond. Again in the electronic world, lack of standards (same all over
again) and of course widespread confusion about what technologies go  into
building a secure E-commerce bu51ness I believe that the. four main issues
companies need to put their efforts to build security on the Internet are
encryption, integrity, non-repudiation and of course authentication. Companies
also play a destructive role in the justification for the lack of trust by the
consumers!. There are a lot of E-commerce sites 'that have not yet implemented any
Kind of security. Some of them will not invest until they get hacked, and it is
very easy to get hacked I can assure you. Just think about a very simple form of
intrusion, the plethora of computer viruses that exist. And what do we do? We
get anti-virus software to protect us. Now how many of you have been caught? Be
truthful. A lot of us have had a virus, we had to clean it and said: "“Never
again will I get caught like that!" . I am going to play Mr Dig on my Dragon 32;

I know it is crap in terms of graphics and slow to play and load, but I am st111
enjoying this game you know. And of course there is no virus in the file using
the slow cassette recorder, nor there will ever be. In the next issue, I will
concentrate on the four main issues that I mentioned above: encryption,

integrity, non-repudiation and authentication.
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D32 Train Driwving! . Martin Tiller

twa interests dominated my spare time: trains and
computers. It was ore ; “at I set out to combine the two. The
result was a train driving simuiator written entirely in Basic on my Dragon 32.

It its final incarnation, the simulator ran to over 600 lines of Basic, plus a

separate data file which had to be laboriously read in from cassette. It used
M in the Dragon. The result was that you could

every last scrap of available RA
drive a train all the way from King's Cross to Edinburgh, -more or less in real
time, if you were suitably idle and masochistic. ‘

My first decision when writing the program was that it would not use hi-res
graphics, just text and a simple lo-res representation of a colour light signal.
For one thirg, graphics would have been -too slow and would have used up too.much
memory. For- another, I couldn’t ks bothered with it. On starting the game, you
are asked what type of motive power you want, what route, and what timetable you
wish to operate to. The performunce of the train depended on its weight and
power, so it was up to the user to com2 up with something suitable for the
timetable chosen. when you either got to your destination,
derailed, gave up, or tirashed your locomotive by persistently running it above
the design speed. Uver the | -, the game gradually evolved. When I got my
first printer, I added a f producing a printout of the timetable and
comparing your performance acainst it. wheelslip was also simulated, so if you
were unlucky enough to stop & heavy' train on a steep gradient, you might have to
reverse to the bottom of the slcpe and take a run at it. :

The last feature 1 alisd was a full auto-pilot. 'Curiously, 1 found 'the
auto-pilot more interesting then actually playing the game myself. It only had
access to the same controls a human player had, and sent its instructions to the
main program as a one-character string which replaced the keyboard input from the
player. The game had thus reached its logical conclusion — no player required!

A real computer programmer would no doubt’ have a seizure if (s)he looked at my
coce - dreadfully tangled anc embodying all the worst of Basic. This is not
surprising for a program which evolved through so many iterations, but it works,
anc never crashes, and runs acequately fast. How many PC programs today can make
that claim? ‘

People older than my genera%ion often did not understand computer programming,
not surprisingly. People younger than me often don’t understand it either,
because it has become so very complex and specialised (I tried to learn C++ on a
PC a couple of years ago and it mr=arly finished me off). They can use a
computer, but have no idea how to program it creatively. I consider myself
fortunate to have been a teenager in the 1980s when machines 1ike the Dragon
brought about a real boom in amateur computer programming. .
The train driver game was technically dreadful and (for most people) pretty
unplayably slow, but it has indirectly borne real fruit in the 1990s. After
leaving college I joined BR and subsequently Railtrack, and wrote. (in spare
moments) a program called Route Runner which runs on a PC in QBasic. This was a
completely new program, and much better than the Dragon game, but a software
archaeologist could easily spot the 1links between the two. Route Runner
simulates the speed of a train of a,particular type at any point on,its route,
and gives a desktop ’quick and 'dirty’ way of answering questions relating to
route strategy, e.g. what would be the impact on journey times if we raised the
line speed on this route from 75 to 90mph?, etc. For a formal answer to these
questions Railtrack would go to ari engineering consultancy, but this costs us
money and takes several wesks, so when an idea is just in its early stages, Route
Runner meets a need. It is now in use across almost the whole country and
probably about 40% of the whole rail network has been modelled on it. Railtrack
now want to officially adcpt it as a formal standard system and redevelop it on a
more modern platform than QBasic. All this because of £200 worth of Dragon 32
and many, many teenage hours spent tinkering around in Basic....Perhaps it is
inevitable, but I think it sad that in today’s highly specialised PC world, such
a chain of events seems urlikely to happen. Or am I just getting o1d?

when I was in my teens,
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Re—housing the Dragon.G.Tuttiett

Now to the important subject of power. This is the Achilles’ Heel of the entire
project - it must be right or the whole thing is scuppered! You could use a PC
SMPSU, but you MUST check wiring, unit ratings (vo1tage range, amps,.etc) to see
if they will suit the Dragon (see below). The Dragon’s PSU transformer provides
+18v and -18v to the regulator circuitry on the power board. Then via the ribbon
cable it feeds power to the motherboard.

Dragon power board outputs Typical SMPSU outputs

voltage current voltage current

+12v 250mA +12v 8A

+5v 1400mA +5v 20A

-5v 50mA -5v 0.5A
-12v 0.5A

There is a slight snag here; the power board also has the PAL video.circuitry on
it and the data signals pass via the same ribbon cable. It is possible to make a
mini board especially for the video side and connhect up directly to a PC power
unit. Or if you use a composite video monitor then the PAL circuitry is
redundant. The simplest option would be to power both the Dragon and its drives
via their own PSUs, that is to transplant the two original PSUs. A mains
junction box will be necessary to connect both PSUs and the through-connection
for the monitor. This makes sense, but where do you put the power switches?
when my first Dragon drive arrived, I Tlearnt that the power-up sequence was
important - drives, then Dragon. - My set-up hangs if I do it the other way
around. S0, two power switches on the front of the case will be required (unless
you can rig up something to switch the Dragon and drives in sequence for you).
Finally, remember the mains loading. It is probably best to use 13A junction
box. The monitor/TV, drive box, and Dragon PSU are usually fused at 3A each - if
in doubt, get gqualified advice. And don’t forget to add cooling to the case. I
intend to use a PC SMPSU fan which needs 12v, and splice it in to. the dr1ve
connectors. The 3 1/2" drives I am going to use do hot use 12v, so the power is
easily available. The fan will also have earthed metal ducts to remove heat
effectively. I feel that the main advantages of using a PC case. (other than
reducing ’'spaghetti’) is the use of the sockets and plug on the back of the case
mounted to the back plates and built-in drive cages. of course, some
modification will be necessary, especially for the keyboard and mounting new
PSUs, not forgetting the connection of the Dragon ports to a back plate. But
where does the keyboard go? Well, you 'make up a cable to connect your existing
keyboard to the mainboard and put the keyboard in a case of its own. The cable
can either come from the back of the case, or make an aperture in the case front.
It is important to remember that the keyboard cable shquld not be too Tong - I’ve
used one approximately a metre long with no problems and I used 15-way D
connectors which can be fitted on the case allowing easy disconnection, and is
fitted with Centronics clips to prevent accidents. (Obligatory plug - the Dragon
circuit diagrams from NDUG have been invaluable for this project - order some
from Paul as they are very useful, especially for repair).
e
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CROSSWORD No. 3
set by P.G.Smith
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ACROSS 3,308 Prastice ought ultimately to lead to

striking performance here (6,7). T g
1 Siaff takes yvear, then producss useful 4 Boy's East End counterpart alimost never g b 0

matcrial (9) Jooked back... (4).

9 Unlkadad constituents — no need in 5 .. but displays hesitant start, therefore (4). ; "
potential fish food (7). 60ncmtwd\cjmtqmtmthcmd and P L

10 Substance of macstro’s instruction (3). with promotioa in the offing! (5). ,

11 Boxer from first participaling country 7 Andy auiibiygstold flame poetically? '
knoched nght out! (7) 3). 28 Am lodged in bed & breakfast - I am

8 Burns retuned letters with flourish (5). spatially challenged (5).

13 “Sujjer Lale children 1o cnier.. ef.,
scrub that ™ Mark (3).
16 Smear mango over oid spectacles (3.3).

12 Supcrsuuous groundsmen -might  con- 29 Smell rat about canccllation (5).

sider using this during heatwave? (4,5). '~ 31 Superior and I break rank - who am I to

21 Swimmer at fault — involved in knocking 14 Open container passed on with the end command? (4).
back dnnk (6). removed (6). 32 Steal ooppcroﬁ'cmcp ). g
22 Some legwork required after  officer 15 Man finds foreign amclcmsu:am (6). S _,m‘ T
recenves (resh kead (6). 17 They simply see something ladqu n )
23 Malicoush pamad in singular situation, orclicstral artangement? (6). Ar_: 2 gy ? LI
but, sportungh, can camy on likc this 18 You beard ['m out of mctal? Alluscdup T T K RTE JE RTTTO
(3.3.4) by previous students (6). T £ £ R4
27 Odd action this. by IRA suppanier (5). 19 Wastz! ouc enters gung bo, and ' ErENE AR I
30 (sec 3 down). ncighbours kave (5). LAl Qi bt
33 Walk sround with quartermaster —~ a great 20 Brown snake that is found round here (5). ‘ E: SIYIR[A]T] %
hidn - 24 Dark borse beld back by rein? (6). . [BIoTsHeI i?’n: h
34 OM bov right about backing game-ban 25 Apparum}ynotadlsad\antagcforswhan‘ ' HILETUETORTE OB LE
. outlaw (3,3). \ e e
35 Dad loses head at commencement of 26 City workers sphL taking two dlﬂ'crcnt YYIRISLTIOL
mum's aboormal behaviour with tissucs directions (6). '
o). - 27 Leavers have treat - end-of-June rest! (5). Solution to Puzzle No. 2
1} ! d : ‘
DOWN ' : " ’ Ny
\ v

1 Court official kosss noie for doorman (6).
2 Inflexibke one roceives sex change and Lo .
returns transformed (6). ]' ' )
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Updated e—Addres's List

Alan Greenwood: alan.greenwood@sgcs.co.uk

Dave Bateman: dave@bateman.freeserve.co.uk

Dave Cadman: dave@davecad.freeserve.co.uk !

David Linsley: dlinsley@stnc.com

Duncan Purves: dpurves@yahoo.com

Dragon List: dragon-list@grempc.demon.co.uk

Gareth Tuttiett: GTuttiett@aol.com

Graham Kinns: graham@grempc.demon.co.uk

Jon Bird: jrb@jons—pc.demon.co.uk

Keith Nash: k.j.nash@usa.net

John Payne: j.f.b.payne@tesco.net

Martin Tiller: Em_and_M@&compuserve.com

Paul Burgin: BurginP@Logica.com

Peter Smith: p_graeme_smith@ompuserve.com

Richard Sutcliffe: jrs@sutelec.freeserve.co.uk :
Ken Grade: ken@gradel2.freeserve.co.uk (or gradez2@bigfoot.com ‘
Paul Grade: paulégradel.freeserve.co.uk (or gradei@bigfoot.com)
Ray Smith: RAY@SMITHR. freeserve.co.uk

Steve Denning: s.denning@cableinet.co.uk

Ron Bone: rbone@houdini.cix.co.uk ‘ "
Philip Bass: philb4@tinyonline.co.uk

Tudor Davies: tdavies@lucent.com

Spencer Davies: spencer.daviess@BT.com

Eddie Freeman: eddie@eddiefreeman.freeserve.co.uk

Tony Drewitt: javelin@javelin-one.netlineuk.net

Alan Ford: alan@ford9.freeserve.co.uk

Bob Hall: bobh@n—-cantrell.demon.co.uk

Sotos Mandalos: user@astO1l.pass.theplanet.co.uk

Stephen Ross: 17086@aol.com

Bob Schofield: schofiel@xs4all.nl

Robert Smith: robert.smith@mitransport.no

IDUG (E—Group): dragonuser@egroups.com

Marcus Ambler: marcus ambler@yahoo.co.uk

This {8 the addredss £LLst 2o date. Any more additions?. A€L you need io do £ Lel
me know at gradel.biggooi.com. Paul.

#**4’*4’*4‘******4’4‘*#’*‘I«**«I’*****«********************{*
!

A Few More Details . - - - -

It now appears that Ray Smith intends keeping Up—2-Date going until the May 2000
issue ... trust Ray to want to have the last word! ... however, anyone intending
to subscribe to that issue should please note that the Group account' will be in
the process of closing down at that time, so payment for that one should either
be made by mid-April, or made out to Ray Smith personally. As to Update, well,
two more issues to go, but just to keep records straight I’11 be sending out the
normal renewal notices with this one and the next. However, this does NOT mean
you need to pay a full year’s sub! ... send an appropriate percentage and we
won’t cross you off the list before "closing time"!. I'd like tO be able to say
that no further subs are necessary, but I’m afraid postage, paper, toner, etc
still cost money, so regrettably I can’t make that sort of gesture. Please nhote
that anyone who feels they are due for a refund of unused subscription at
close-down has only to ask and it will be sent immediately. Depressing topic,
isn’t 1t?, but hopefully Bob Smith’s "IDUG" will take off and provide some kind
of replacement for the old NDUG, at least for those who have Internet access. So
far it seems to be working quite well, now that most of the initial snags are
ironed out. Of course, how good it turns out to be will depend entirely on how
well subscribed it is ... the things all groups depend on are input and
feedback, so as usual it will be up to you to decide its fate!. Paul Grade.
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The Late, Late Bit S @ s S @

Oh well, another year over, more or less, but for some peculiar reason it seems
we're supposed to get all excited this time just because next year has a couple
more zeros in the date than usual. Odd ... personally I'd be more excited if my
bank balance had a few more zeros on it instead, but I've given up trying to make
sense of all the current garbage. Maybe it makes more sense on whatever planet
our Great Leader comes from?. Framkly I reckon it's been, one of the most boring
and instantly forgettable years I can remember, absolutely nothing of the
slightest importance or interest happened, the usual crop of "disasters', the
usual political inanities, more tax to pay, less money to pay it with, weather in

most parts most of the time ... situation ncrmal.

I suppose you read/heo: o 2l . claims a few weeks ago about Worthing being
"Britain's  answer to silicon Vailey", and "The most profitable town in the
Country"? .... Well, I caen assure vou they weren't writing about ME where the

Aoteaisy, thae whole report was based on one microscopic
e "One won and a Jdog, and the dog is on holiday' firms)
{ two years, writing '"custom software', and
it seems that this y:zar they d to show a 23% increase on last year's
profits .... like maybe last year they made a pound, this year they made one
twenty-three by cuttirg back on the dog's lunch allowance ... and somehow THIS
makes the town (actually, they're about twelve miles outside it!) the "Silicon
Valley of England"?, and "The Most Profitable Town .."?!. Who kiddeth whom?, and
more to the point, WiY?!. Makes one wonder just how many other 'reports'" are
based on similar stupidities, doesn't it7., Still, I suppose it's no different to
all the other statistical garbage thet is supposed to '"prove" whatever the
current political 1line happens to be .... wonder how long it will be before
someone discovers that 90% of crimes are coumitted by right-handed-people, which
proves all right-harded people must be criminals?, or that most amurders have
been committed by people wearing grey socks, which proves grey socks turn people
into homicidal whatsits?, or that over 99% of people who die have eaten food at
sometime in their lives, which proves that food kills?. No, no one would be that
stupid, would they? .... or have you heard out beloved Home Secretary recently?!.
And on the toric of stupidities, does anyone Know what sort of cards to send this
year? Christmas?, New Year?, New Century?, Millennium? ... gets confusing,
doesn't it?. Reckor. I'll just try to ignore the whole thing and hope it goes
away. My brain hurts. Anyway, to more important matters: like I said earlier,
we'll still be sendi.ng the usual subs reminder slips out with this issue and the
next, but this does NOT necessarily mean you have to pay up the full sub ....
send an appropriate percentage to cover the remaining Updates and that will be
fine. OK?. And in answer to the question you wanted to.ask but weren't sure how
to word .... in the improbable event of the Group account having a credit balance
when we finally shut down, I thought it would be reasunable to split it between
the "permanent staff" ... with any luck they might get a pint or two out of it,
Chancellor permitting!. If it's a debit balance ... oh well, that's my hard luck,
I should have listened to the Editorial words of Wisdom and shut down a bit
earlier, and I'll have to cover it myself. Hopefully it should be.the kind of
balance all accountants dream of, zero in all columns!. OK, question answered?.
Happy Y2K, Christmas, Millipede, or whatever. Paul G.' .

profit bit is conceracal,
little firm (one of thros i
which has been in bus: ness f{or

=
e
L

Not so ‘:$:i.J_J_§{' Answexr ! |

Many thanks to everyone who took the trouble to find an answer to my question
about the method of making a batch file add lines to another file, but especially
to John Payne whe came up with the one I had been trying to remember!. It's a
useful thing to know, so for anyone interested what you need is a line 1like
ECHO"this is the bit to copy to >> C:\thisfile.bat . Simple, isn't it?, but
owing to total brain failure I just couldn’t remember the correct syntax!.

Thank you John.
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GARQUIE  MARDWVIRIRIPILSILINIG?  JRAGNRSES

SUTCLIFFE IE]LLEﬁ(:fI?IRJ:)IT:[1::55
LETTER NPIT?P U?‘ .ITY PROGRAM NOW FREE!. JUST SEND A DONATION TO COVER COSTS!.

BASIC 42 FOR DOS V1.0 OR E6 ALSO AVAILABLE, SMALL CHARGE FOR PHOTOCOPYING MANUALS.

& AN

QUERIES AND OkDQ?< TO: J.SUTCLIFFE, 15,WEST STREET, HOTHFIELD, ASHFORD, KENT.
********************************************************************************
UP—2—DATE COMPILATION DISCS
THE UP-2-DATE COMPILATION DISCS' ARE STILL AVAILABRLE!. DISC 1: MAINLY DUMPS FOR
EPSON PRINTERS AND INCLUDES THE ABILITY TO PROCESS COMPRESSED GRAPHICS. DISC 2:
COLLECTION OF UP-2-DATE '"SHOWCASE" PROGRAMS. DISC 3: COLLECTION OF GRAPHICS
PROGRAMS, MANIPULATORS, EDITORS, CREATORS, ETC. DISC 4: HUGE COLLECTION OF
COMPRESSED GRAPHICS, PLUS "PAKKER" PROGRAM FOR COMP./DECOMPRESSING. PRICE IS £3.50
INCLUSIVE PER DISC, FULL SET OF FOUR FOR JUST £12.00. AVAILABLE FROM RAY SMITH,
5,GLEN ROAD, PARKSTONE, POOLE, DORSET. CHEQUES PAYABLE TO N.D.U.G.
AR AR KA A KA AR AR A A KA A AR AR AR AR A RN AR KA AAAAARAKRARARKRAARKRARKARKRARKARAAKRARAARARARARARARRARKAA
THE DRAGOIN PD LIBRARY
A FULL LIST OF AVAILABLE SOFIWARE CAN NOW BE OBTAINED FROM THE-PD LIBRARY.
(SAE WOULD BE MUCH APPRECIATED).
ALL ORDERS AND ENQUIRIES TO: KEITH NASH, 16 LANSDOWNE STREET, WORCESTER WR1-1QD.
YOU WANTED IT BACK -—— SO MAKE FULL USE OF IT!.
A A KA A A K AR A A AR A A RE A AL AR AR AR AR AKX KRR KA ARAAKRAKR AR AR KRR RAKRAKRARKARARKRARARARAARARARRAARKNAKAX
DRAGON S CARED OF MICET?!
D64 MOUSE DRIVER SOFTWARE, ALL YOU NEED TO RUN A STOCK PC TYPE MOUSE WITH 'YOUR D64
ON ONE 5.25" DISC FOR A MERE £3.00 INCLUSIVE. IT JUST HAS TO BE A BARGAIN!
CHEQUES PAYABLE TO THE GRCUP TO PAUL GRADE, PLEASE.
DRAGON 64 SERIAL PORT TO 9 PIN "D" SERIAL MOUSE PLUG ADAPTOR LEAD, READY MADE AND
READY TO USE. MADE AND SUPPLIED (AT MATERIALS COST ONLY!) BY STEWART ORCHARD FOR
JUST £3.00 INCLUSIVE. ‘ &
CHEQUES PAYABLE TO STEWART ORCHARD, PLEASE, TO STEWART AT
4 EASTERN CLOSE, CAISTER-ON-SEA, Gt.YARMOUTH, NORFOLK. NR30-5HT.
KKK A KA A KA A AR A KR KA A KK AR A AR A A A AR A KA KRR AR KRR AR KRR KR KRR KRRRARARKRARARARAKRARRRARRARARRAN KA K
ABSOLUTELY FREE! t!
FREE TO GOOD HOME' (ALL YOU PAY IS POST AND PACKING)
3 DRAGON JOYSTICKS (USED) 1 ORIGINAL DQAGON TYPE, 1 KONIX SPEED KING 1 VOLTMACE.
ALSO ONE "BRAND NEW' DRAGON MAINS TRANSFORMER! .
PLEASE CONTACT: DAVID BATEMAN, 35 FITZ ROAD, COCKERMOUTH, CUMBRIA.CA13-0OAN.
OR ON: Jdbateman@england com.
********************************************************************************
SOFTWARE SALE! !
EX-P.S.E SOFTWARE STOCK FOR SALE, NOW AT EVEN LOWER PRICES!. NOW IS YOUR CHANCE TO
BUY THOSE PROGRAMS YOU WERE ALWAYS "GOING TO" BUT NEVER DID, AT BARGAIN PRICES!.
FAR TOO MANY TITLES TO LIST HERE, SO SEND ME A S.A.E FOR FULL LIST.
SOME HARDWARE BITS AND PIECES ALSO AVAILABLE.
TIM LEES. 83 HARWOOD VALE, HARWOOD, BOLTON, LANCS. BL2-3QX.
****************************************************************************k*k**
WANTED ! ,
DRAGONDOS- CARTRIDGE, PREFERABLY A DRAGON DATA V1.0 BUT ANYTHING‘CONSIDERED ALSO

40 TRACK DOUBLE SIDED 5.25" DRIVE/S AND POWER SUPPLY/CABLES, ETC. ANY DISC BASED

DRAGON SOFTWARE ALSO WANTED. = PLEASE CONTACT: MARCUS AMBLER, 15 TOWN END ROAD,
WOOLDALE, HOLMFIRTH, HUDDERSFIELD. W.YORKS. HD7-1AH. TELEPHONE: 01484-680746.
(OR marcus, ambler@yahoo.co.uk). |

***************k***********************************k*****************************:

WANTED

ANYONE GOT A REDUNDANT AMD OR INTEL CPU IN THE‘200/300 RANGE (200/233/266/300) TO

DISPOSE OF AT A REASONABLE PRICE?. VIRTUALLY ANYTHING OTHER THAN IBM/CYRIX!!!.

IF SO PLEASE CONTACT PAUL GRADE SOONEST... THE THINGS SEEM TO HAVE BECOME EXTINCT 

IN THIS AREA! 01903-207585 OR gradel@blgfoot com.

*kk****************************************************************************k**
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mmmmﬂmmmmmm
NEWwW (OW PRICES/?I.

DRAGON 64 MOUSE DRIVER DISC. £3.00 . DRAGON 32 & 64 CIRCUIT SHEETS £1.00
EZEE ADVENTURE WRITER UTILITY £2.00 DRAGON/COCO/CUMANA DOS SHEETS £0.75
EZEE M/C TUTORIAL DISCS 1&2 (ech)£2.00 D32 TO 64k UPGRADE MANUAL £1.50
R.A.D FUN DISC (24 progs) now £2.00 HELPLINE LIST (volunteers needed!)
R.A.D ANITUNES (music & pix) £2.00 DRAGON MUSIC QUIZ DISC. now £2.00.
R.A.D BEST OF INPUT LISTINGS £2.00 DRAGON SUPER QUIZ DISC. now £2.00
DISC EDITOR UTILITY £2.00 TETRIS. (PAYNEFORTH VERSION) £2.00
DRAGON/0COCO DISC CONVERTER now £2.00 PC/DRAGON EMUILATORS. THREE PROGRAMS
O000/DRAGON DISC CONVERTER now £2.00 TO RUN DRAGON/COCO SOFTWARE ON YOUR
DRAWEZEE GRAPHICS UTILITY. only £2.00 PC. ONLY £3.50 THE SET!. NOW WITH
NOUG FORTH OS & ASSEMBLER 1w £3.00 PO-DRAGON DISC UPGRADE. STILL £3.50
LOTTERY NUMBER GEikchHATUH FER £1.00 A DISC DRIVE D64 ON YOUR PCI!.
AHATEUR RADIO UTILITIES(E aiscs} £3.00 FEEEAEEREREBXREBEEEXREERBREHRERXEESE
DAVE CADMAN’S POETRY DISC  rwowy £2.00 ALL CHEQUES & ORDERS TO PAUL GRADE.
EINE KLEINE NACHTMUSIK DISC now ©2.00 AT 6,NAVARINO ROAD, WORTHING, SUSSEX.
DISC UTILITIES COLLECTION NoZ. 12.00 CHEQUES PAYABLE TO N.D.U.G. PLEASE.
RAMDISK EXTRA DISC NOW £2.00 Tt Ittt 1133112332233 22 2204
NEWCOPY TAPE COPY UTILITY(T) £2.00 ROTABB .c.vuccances caensssses £2.50
GRAHAM KINNS SHAREWARE DISC £2.00 BALLDOZER .vecesacraessiieess £2.50

********t*********************xxznxﬁkx*****************************************

THE DRAGOINAL “‘a‘ CRAPHICS LIBRARY
CONTAINS THE BIGGEST SELECTION OF DRAGON GRAPHICS SCREENS ANYWHERE!, PLUS A LARGE
SELECTION OF MAINLY GRAPHICS RELATED UTILITIES, SCREEN DUMPS, ETC. ALL AVAILABLE
TO YOU AT A SMALL NOMINAL CHARGE. FOR FULL DETAILS AND:G LISTS WRITE TO THE
LIBRARIAN, 5,GLEN ROAD, PARKSTONE, PUCLE, DORSET. (enclosing s.a.e please).

DRAGCGON NOTEBOOKXK
HUNDREDS OF USEFUL HINTS AND TIPS .... ESSENTIAL READING FOR ALL DRAGON USERS.
JUST £3.00 FROM THE DRAGONART LIBRARY AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS.
UP—2Z2—DATE DISC MAGAZINE .

THE BI-MONTHLY DISC MAGAZINE FOR ALL DRAGON USERS (ALTERNATES WITH UPDATE). STILL
ONLY £2.00 PER COPY AND ALMOST AS GOOD AS UPDATE!!. IF YOU HAVE A DRAGON ¥OU MUST
HAVE AN UP-2-DATE SUBSCRIPTION!. ORDER NOW FROM:-

UP-2-DATE EDITOR. 5,GLEN ROAD, PARKSTONE, POOLE, DORSET. CHEQUES PAYABLE N.D.U.G
D.T.P. FOR THE DRAGON r

THE GROUP DESKTOP SYSTEM, IN DRAGCN OR COCO DOS VERSIONS, WITH DOZENS OF FONTS AND
FORMATS, AND HUNDREDS OF USES!. AVAILABLE ONLY FROM THE DRAGONART LIBRARY.

CONTACT THE LIBRARIAN FOR FULL DETAILS AND VERSIONS AVAILABLE.
*****t*****t***t*************************************t**************************

! UPDATE BACK ISSUES
Reprinted to order at just 7 pence per side copied. (average cost still only 98P
per issue inclusive.). Please send your cheques & orders to:
ALAN GREENWOOD, 132, WENDOVER DRIVE, ASPLEY, NOTTS. NG8-5JN.
***********************t********************************************************
NEW EMULATOR UPGRADE

THE ONE THING MISSING FROM THE DRAGON EMULATORS WAS DOS EMULATION, BUT NOW THAT
PROBLEM HAS BEEN SOLVED, THANKS TO A LOT OF HARD WORK BY STEWART ORCHARD. NOW YOU
CAN HAVE THE EQUIVILANT OF A FOUR DRIVE DRAGON 64 ON' YOUR PC!. THE LATEST VERSION
OF THE EMULATORS DISC NOW INCLUDEDS THE DISC UPGRADE FOR THE PC-DRAGON EMULATOR,
AND A DRAGON DISC FORMATTING UTILITY! AND IT'S STILL THE SAME BARGAIN.PRICE!. ALL
YOU NEED IS A 5.25" DRIVE ON YOUR PC (OR A 3.5 (720) ON YOUR DRAGON TO COPY YOUR
SOFTWARE ONTO!) AND YOU'RE IN BUSINESS!. SO GET YOUR ORDER OFF NOW!. ’

ORDERS TO PAUL GRADE AS USUAL, CHEQUES PAYABLE TO THE GROUP (N.D.U.G).

************************************#******************t**************************
WANTED!?

CASSETTE SOFTWARE WANTED!. RUZZARD BAIT, JET SET WILLY, DOWNLAND, CASHMAN,

CUTHBERT IN SPACE/JUNGLE/MINES, AND ALMOST ALL DRAGON SOFTWARE AND HARDWARE.

DETAILS PLEASE TO: I.REHMAN. 128 CARR ROAD, NELSON LANCASHIRE.BB9-78T.

x****t*******t*****************x**x***********************************************




