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The Gaffer "= Bit Eeienl N i S

I suppose 1 ought to be using this space for a blitz on the pathetic response
to the Hove show, but I really can’t be bothered. Stephen says just about all
that needs saying on the subject in his "on the spot® Afterthoughts piece later
in this issue. However, I would like to thank all the exhibitors, who put in so
much time, work and money to try and make it a good show. You all deserved a
better response, and I can only apologise for the lack of interest shown by the
majaority of our members. To those members who turned up, thank you for trying
==+« I hope you all had a good day out and found plenty of bargains .... I know
some of you did!!.

By the way, before vou all start writing to explain that ®"it was too far to
travel” .... Philippe Hennshert rams over from Belgium (in the middle of his
exams too!) in order to run a stand, several managed to g=tc¢ there from Devon
and Bristol, and one even hitched all the way from Fife, so plea== don’t bother
with the excuses.

The subject is now closed. There appears to be very little happening anywhere
on the computer scene at the moment. Several more (non-Dragon) user groups seem
to have disappeared, there are no new developments, and the only news appears
to be that there is no news at all!. I wonder how long it will be before people
are asking "do vyou remember those computer things ...7", not much longer, by
the look of it!. I can hardly wait for the next "Antiques Roadshow" series to
see if anyone turns up with a Vic20 or a ZX80 for valuation.

Just been talking to Simon Jones, who asked me to apologise to his fan club for
his late arrival at Hove, but his traﬁspurt broke down on the way, and he had
to wait until the "man who can® turned up and did!,

Well; as there’s nothing to say I’11 say just that and leave you to get on with
the rest of this issue.

T = EEcli.t;CJr" = Eli t.- - -

As I seem to remember saying last year, ali references to the Hove show in
this Update will be in the past tense, which is somewhat confusing as it hasn’t
actually occurred yet. Conseguently, I don't know if it was a success/+failure,
or even if the group still exists.

But, never mind, I'm sure I’11 muddle through somehow. Considering the
overwhelming interest in taking over my job displaved by all you out there, you
must all be madder than I originally thought. Fancy passing up the chance to
work with Paul eac* month. Well!

Stephen.
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How to Oe bDonierns. . -.Stewasrt Orchaserd

R —

ROTABB has been availablie ftor practicaliy a year now and yet nobody seems to
have spotted iLhe joke. It was intended to be a paroady; my own cynical view of
computer games 1in general.

The whole atmosphere of ROTABB is so stupid that it defies belief. In fact,
as Ian King pointed out in a recent review, the staryline is so surreal that
only young children and the more literary minded of us seem to appreciate it.

Siman Harriscn co-wrote the storyline with me when the game was only
half-completed. His brilliant imagination and writing style coupled with my
own warped and nihilistic branch of cynicism produced scmething that struck a
near—-perfect balarce between parody and the surreal.

As 1f that wasn’'t enough, we went to work on the level names, satirising the
likes of Manic Miner and JSW. I included *THEY HID STEWART'S MARBLES HERE®" as
a warning to others of my state of mind.

I dan’t think Simon realised how serious 1 was, but then no-one really
suspected that I was teetering on the edge of insanity. A year on, and I'm
still disturbed, prebably more so. I wear shades indoors, dress in black and
grey, listen to The Cure and The Sisters 0f Mercy, write depressing poetry, and
read Viz.

Anyway, in the middle of all this madness is a fairly conventional game.
Admittedly a little more complex and scintillating than your average blast ’em
up, it provides however a suitable vehicle for my comment.

That®s about it, apart from thanks to all those who said nice things about my
programsings; and carry on subscribing to NDUG, .. (¥¥The next bit was just a bit
TOO disturbed, Stewart!..SWkX).. I'm going to resubscribe as soon as 1 can
scrape the readies together. Tara for now.

P.S. Hello Paul - you’re not the only cynic around. And I fear not the most
sarcastic either. Stewart Orchard.

### Keep working on the cynicism & sarcasm, Stu. ....As Stephen will confirm,
mine has to be toned down for Update or we’d run out of members!. Paul.

DOS Ervror Trapping(3) .. .Gareth Sims

Finally, all that is required is a simple routine to access the look-up table
once it has been set up. DOS BASIC has provided us with the wuseful command
ERROR GOTS, and you will need to put this at the beginning of the routine
below. The routine ends with a RUN comwmand as this, or another error, or a
line number if zero, switches off any error trapping. Due to the numbering of
erraors reported by theERR command, and the layout of the error look-up table,
some adjustment 1s needed when looking up an error. If you are accessing disc
files within yur grogream, you may wish to use a LOF or LOC command gsither
incide or 2utside of the error trap routine. However, my experience with these
is that they can sometimes casue an ?NO ERROR which would lead to the original
error not being reported . To use without DOSplus errors, remove lines 30-80
inclusive.

10 REM ERROR TRAP

20 E=ERR:PRINT"AN ERROR HAS OCCURRED IN LINEYSERL;"WITH CODE"FERR
30 IF E>15%9 THEN E=E-&8:G0T0100

40 IF E=158 THEN E-69:G0T0100

50 IF E>141 THEN i -70:G07T0100

4C IF E=141 THEN -71:GOT0100

70 IF E>135 THEN -72:60T7T0100

86 IF E=135 THEN £=E-73:G0T0100

70 IF E>S54 THEN E=E-74

100 E=E/2:FLREAD"ERROR.DAT" . FROM E#&64,FOR 64;A%
110 PRINT*ERROR 1SIYIPRINT A%

m
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120 PRINT*FREE STRING SPACE=";FRE$:PRINT"FREE DISC SPACE=";i;FREE:PRINT"MEMORY="in
En
130 TROFF:CLOSE:PRINT*"FRESS ANY Kev-©

140 AS=INKEY$:IF Am="" THZMN 1qu ELSE RUN
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User Defining Visitext—Stepihaen Kmight

1 often have to write text for college, including technical symbols such as
Greek letters, maths symbols etc. As most printers (mine included) don’t have
these characters, I normally have to print out each copy then write in by hand
the missing symbols. if you can define printer codes to send to the printer
fram: wWwithin your word processor with at least ten codes, then you can define
your own printer characters by using the codes below to put the printer intno
graphics made. I+ you use Visitext you can redefine the screen representation
of the characters as well, so that what you see on screen comes out on paper.

‘Far example, to define a half symbol, +irst work it out on a grid:

i3 1 23 48 &
128 8: 5.5 s, £
&4 H: o o o ok
32 tH: tHiH: 2
16 @ t#:r 1 ctH: o
il 2 s TH o 2
4.5 ¢ #2 © 3
2 ¢ HIHtHIBL
————————————————————— pase of normal characters
fos t\Ns o i a
2
2 13947150
4828280

Then to find the number for a particular column, add the numbers in the left
column up wherever there is a dot in that column, and leave them out if there
is no do*, e.g. row 1 is 128 + &4 + 32 = 224. Column & should be left blank as
a gap between the characters, unless you want them to join with each other,
e.g. arrows, box iines.

For EPSOM compatibles, send the codes 27 75 6 0 followed by the data worked
out above to the printer, which will print the half symbal. These codes switch
the printer to graphics mode, and then send the graphics data for &6 dot columns
ipn single density node. The width of a character printed like this is exactly
the mane as a normal print character, and so it doesn’t look too odd when
printed in & page of text, if you are using the normal draft mode of the
printer.

Sone examples:

Pi 272 75 & 0 38 56 32 &0 34 0.
Alpha 27 75 &4 0 28 34 353 28 34 0.
Sigma 27 73 6 0 198 170 146 130 108 0.
L= 272 79 4 0 0 14 40 108 i70 40.

-7 27 25 6 0 40 170 108 40 16 0.
Hal+ 27 75 & G 224 18 38 42 18 0.
Roat 272 75 4 0 4 2 252 128 128 0.

Mew 27 7?5 6 0 3 60 2 2 &2 0.

Omega 27 75 6 0 28 34 12 34 28 0.

No SO Ee3ASH - - -

Apparently, the April edition of Update carried some errors in the Easy
Machine Code Piece, which would have prevented the program from working. In
line 70, an extra * was inserted after the second %60 which sould not have been
there, and in line 110, it should read LDY HEDATA. Without the #H,. it as
interpreted zs Extended instead of immediate. Tha ks to Raymond Roach far
pointing out the mistakes.

Stephen.
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PEEKINMG THE DRAGOMN (2Z248) BY MIKE STOTT

Unfortunatel, . +yet again, [ have no news whatsoever concerning.new ;D{tware +or
the Dragon. I have not even been contacted by any of the CDmpaples since Ossett
=0 I am nhot able to pass on any information about any forthcoming feleases.

The paost +rom users has kept me fairly busy. One letter from An@lgua was dealt
with by Paul. I have got Dave Cadman te thank for help regarding Radio Ham
software in response to a query +rom Ontario, Canada. Mearer home ¥ have
received a letter from Graham Kinns who gave me his review of 'Hitch—hlkEf'E
Guide To The Galax=y®* at Ossett. He writes to try and clarify the situathn
regarding this program as it is only guaranteed to work on V1.0 Daos. In h}E
letter he says it will only run on a D&4, upgraded D32 or one of the few D3Z2s
with &4K chips. He says the supplied disk will run wWith V1.0 or Superlos.
However, there are several different versions of SuperDos and Gfaham.dues not
say which one he has tried. For other Doses a patch can be bu11t. into the
initial BOOT routire. You need to know the address of the routine which reads'a
sectar in to memo:ry at the address specitied in $EEI%EF, the track set up in
location $EC ans the sectonr in $ED. For SuperDos this routine is at %Ci04.

The patch is as +follows:

10 CLEAR 100G:S8READ 1,0,15,A%,B%

Z0 MIDSE (A%, 179, 2) =CHRE (kHxx ) +CHR®E (R:Hyy)

30 SWRITE 1,0,15,A%,8%:CLOSE )
where xxyy is  the hex address of the routine. It is recommended to try this
patch on a backup copy just for safety. With regard to obtaining the footnates
which are wmentioned in the game - just type FOOTNOTE 14 or whatever at the
cursor prompt and you will get further information.

My next letter is from Dennis Wright of Derby who goes to Ossett each vyear. He
thanks me +For mwy help at Ossett this year and tells me that the software he,
purchased works well on a D32. A letter like this is appreciated as I will be
certain of the answer next time somebody asks me the same gquestion. Thanks,
Dernis. Whila there his two sons gave Stuart Beardwoond zome  software  they had
written +For the PD library. Given some encouragement we will have new software
writers on the Dragon scene in the very near future. Stuart has got guite a few
programs how for his library but is always looking for more. I+ anybody would
like to write a review on anything in the PD library please send it to me and I
Wwill see that it ise published 1n Update..

Joe Brincat of Malta has sent me a capy of the maps of Universe 1 and Galaxy 1
aof Univerze 2 for Total Eclipse which he tells wme Pulser have re-issued on
digk. I cannot comment as Brian 0O’Connor has not said anything to me about
this. Joe is willing to help anybody with T.E. Universe 1. Iin reply to Joe's
comment in his letter that I am also "Fishy Business Dudley® - Do 1 look like a
goldfish? No, we are tuwo different people, honestly. It takes me all my time to
+ill aone page each month without trying to fill even mare.

Joe has just started mapping Rally and complains that little has been written
about 1t in Update. Read Peeking The Dragon (5) in August 1988 when I reviewed
it within my article. Cannot start the car? First, remember nothing is for free
ir this worlid. Then you must imagine you are in a real car and carry out every
action that you would normally do. '

fHis +inal subject 1is READPC, written by HMartin Vermeer, with which Basic PC
dizks can be read and »un on a Dragon. Have any of our members used this
program as Stuart Peardwood, especially, would like to hear +from you. I hope to
cbtain a copy of it in the near future and will try using it in conjunction
with wmy Tandy 1000 but it will probably take a while for me to get into it so
it anyboay has any experience with it can they contact either myself or Stuart.
I hope that sameone somewvhere will decide to release some software before Paul
decides to make we redundant. Seriously, it would make writing this article
much easier if there vas some software to write about. Maybe next month.

The Gr-easat Toampr e o e e i st e !

0K, own up, which of you kidnapped Computape?!. They were supposed to be at the
Hove Shaow, hut cSoanewnere netwesn our phone conversation and the actual show
they managed to disappear complotely, leaving us with a dent in the tzkings and
an cmpty stand. Will anvone wilh awny intoruation please keep it to themselves
as I don’t want to know cbout firms who are too damned tight fisted to phone
and let me know i+ they can’t keep arrangements!. Paul.

f




Humnog Uy O Dredams .o o - Tony C1arikce

I havz finally been pushed into attempting a contribution to Mr. Grade’s
august journal, not due ta his repeated reqguests which I have read guiltily for
two vears, but by recent news and reminiscence.

Other authors in this newsletter and octher Dragon magazines have been looking
back to the launch of the Dragon and the Dragon Professianal and hoping {for  a
resurgence in the form of the CoCo III or Dragon Tangent. History is all very

well, but it 1s there to be learnt from, not repeated. The only mass market
for &4B0% LHased computers in the English speaking world was that of the CoCo I
and Drazaon 32, not gquite identical twins. The vast majority of computer users
wish to conforms to be part of the new mass market - they are not hobbyists.
"But 1ok at the Jfacilities that can be offered,” an enthusiaszt may sayi
"look at NS %M. Itiisipnot. enough! A bit of personal history may show why.
When I decided to buy a personal computer, I did wmy research, read reviews etc,
and ended up going out to buy a Dragon - not the best but the best compromise.
They were sold aut so I bought a Lynx - a very good computer! Five years

later, I bought the Dragon (1988), Delta disks, and Flex, but I kept the Lynx,
which was now a 128K CP/M machine. I was an obsolete-computer junkie. But I
had read a lot of reviews back then, and mention of Dragon developments sent me
bagk to check just what had been available betuween 1982 and '84.

: Systems based on the ABOx processors were not common but included home build
and development systems such as the SWIPC and Windrush, business systems from
Mini Man and Seeid, and some that could have made it in the home market. The
Bragon and CaCo succeeded but four other maodels hardly reached the wmarketplace.

Japan, betore HMSX, presented the Fujitsu FM? and FM8 and the Hitachi 4809,
while Britain was represented by the Positron 9000. Stirling Microsystems saold
the Fujitsu wmodels For a while, but the Hitachi only appeared as a review
machine. The Frasitron system was aimed at business and included 0S8% and
massive memory expansion options, but its colour graphics could have found it a
wider market. Far Fujitsu, Flex was an option, as was CP/M, using thz third
processor.

Yes, vou rezd 1t right, third processor. The full blown FM8 offered two
680%9s znd a Z80, &440%240 bit mapped colour graphics, bubble memaory, ROM BASIC,
spound , Flex, and CP/M. A real dream machine. The reviews said so too, but
people bought Spectrums, BBC Bs, and Dragons, even Lynxs. Imports stopped.

Positron changed over to consultancy, though they still maintain their business
systems. A Fujitsu dealer 'phened me up to ask what this FM? I was advertising
for was.

Winat’s the paint of all this rambling? Good systems, better in some cases
than anything upwardliy compatible with a Dragon, tailed when competition,
thaough plentifoul, was poor, and {ortunes could be made. The mass market now is
for 1é-bit machines, 1+ not IBM compatible then &48000 based. The Sam Coupe has
.shown that  H-bit wmachines can deliver the features the customer expects, but
the 4809 user base does not have the buying power of the Spectrum market.

We obsolete-computer junkies can continue to retine and develop our systems,
they do whzt the home user needs and they are fun. But novelty and status

sells home cemputers, together with a certain conftormity. I stick with what
I've qgot becauvse I’ve already been upstaged. A new super-chip, a new blitter
cannot further devalue my systems. dowever, any new praoduct wmust sell to

customers  that regard  the Dragon as rock-bottom, and so the Dragon name could
well be a millstone round the neck of any entrepreneur. §

All depressina stu++, I hooe it provokes a few rebuttals in print, of course.

Now, does anyone know where I can get a' Fujitsu FM8, it’s been my dream
machine for seven years. ### No rebuttals, no disagreements, although I should
mention that the “Tangent" exists only as a paper project. By the way, are you
serigusly saying that you LIKE CR/p2!0tit!l . (I+f sa, make me an of+er for wy ald
Franklin “Appie2+* clone!). Paul.

H o sr e o v detad 1s .

Just in case you're intercsted, we wmade a loss on the show itself, and a profit
an the Group stand, sa overall we came out ahead. Just two exhibitors failed to
arrive, Greenweld, who had transport failure en route, and Computape who
cauldn’t even be bothered to let us know what happened or why. Roughly 120 of
aur *enthusiasts” attended, and 1'd like to thank all of them for making the
effort ... I hops they all 9ot bargains. The rest were too damned idle,
complacent, or apathetic to attend, s0 the Group will NOT be organizing ANY
further events ot ANY kind.Paul G.




CROSSWORD MNUMBER 53.

ACROSS: 1ALB!, Famous horse race arcund Faster tiwe. 1Y, Type of
pole revered by Indians. 20, Country shere lasbreakers were
shipped wany years aqgo. 30, Natives of Tangires. 4B, Distortion
of the face to express dislike, contespl, etr. &0, Cutting

instrusent., 6H, & piece of tree left in the geound will puzzle QE'PDEFGH I!._IH.L.H
—
~ oA 111

you. BA, Evergreen shrub with red berries. 86, Otter’s den. 9K, ‘ .

Found or a dog's fool. !0A, Sky blue. 10F, Rair cloud having no
particalar fora. 11K, Seall Egyptian poisonous snake. 12F, To
soften by heating then cooliag slowly. 134, Christaas piay.

b-)

=Pt

o 7

el 4
DOYK: Al, Tyose of Chinese carp as in Dudley!. B4, Italian ewe :1_ DI TSERT
uilk cheese. C2, Comson nase for Butcher Bird, D1, GSee A, D9, =i P
Comsnt fish. F2, To steal {harses bridle). G4, Public nursery for )| 12 | '
children of working parents. Hi, A bird does this to its feathers el B %
with its beak. Hé, Figure built by children during winter. I, o i .

: d ~ s Ix R 1 |
Large, hairy venowous spider. J7, Strong, robust heer, perhaps. ey > > =
K3, Hr.Wisdow could be a native of Horsandy. K9, Sacred song or g /5 b R L i
hyan., L4, Flattened folds or creases found in coee  trouser ' h £ / W
fronts. M!, Ball where washs {CLUE) and other disquises are #orn. r : —E
. e -

As usual, the first a«il correct estry will get a choice of ; i Ero |V

prograes frow the current Dragonfice Services list  (generously
donated by Robin Hewaings), and the second all correct gets a
tape froa our "prize collection'!, All entries ta Faul Grade.

e
LINY =

B R R R S B S B S e S SRR RS sy S n ey
T P e i i Ao =i ol == =

0O PCLEARB:605UELL

1 IF Y¢31 THEN PUT(X+8,178)~(X+36,1868) ,E,PSET E£LSE IF Y(6L THEN PUT (X+6,1732-(X
+38, A2 F, 057 ELSE IF YEP! THEN PUT(X+I,1722—-(X+40, 188} ,6,F56T ELSE IFr VeiZ21 TH
EN PUTCKAG  I71)~(KR*42,185) yH, PSET ELSE IF Y{IZ29 THEN PUT(K+G, 171D~ (X+42,18%},1,P
SET

2 IF YI=2 AXD (r=129 OR Y=130) THEN PUT (X+G-X1,271)~(CX+42-X1,189),Jd4yP5ET

3 IF N=F THEN PUT(X,Y)-CX+E,Y+E) A, RSET ELSE IF N=G THEN PUT(X,Y)-(X+E,Y+E),B,PS
ET ELSE IF N=H THEN PUT(X,YI-(K+tE,Y+ED yCoPSET ELSE PUT (XyYI-(X+E,Y+E£D) Dy PSET
XK=X+XP:¥=Y+YI2IF XK2J THEN KI=XIXK:P=0HXK:X=d ELSE IF X(F THEN XKI=KIXK:H=MXK:X=F
IF Y¢F THEN YI=YIXK:Y=F £LSE IF Y2L THEN YI=VIXK:YV=L

IF M=F THEN N=N+F:1F N=P THEN N=F

IF M=K T&EN N=N-F:IF N=0 THEN N=T

GO0701

PCLE:CIRCLECIZE,98) y20:LINECLIZE,78)-(I28, 11682 ,PSET:CIRCLECIZE,98),8,,2.5:CIRCL
ECIZEH 56D 316441 .25:RETURN

10 PCLS:CIRCLECIZE,98),20:CIRCLECIZE,96)yE5,4F3.333:CIRCLECLIZE,;P6) 3144+ L.43:RETURN
Il CLS:PRINT @232,*PLEASE WAIT...“:PHODEF 2:COLORO 5:DIMACT y7)yBC7 472,07 472 ,0¢7
7D EC2y 3Dy FC3,3),6(3,32,8(4,32,7(5,3),7¢5;32:608UB:PRAINT(L26,98):PAINTICY;98)
TPAINT(LI38,98):6ETCL1056,74)~(L50,118),8,5:G08UBLI0:PAINT(I36,96) :PAINT(IZ2C,98)

12 GET(L0G4742~-(150,118)B,5:G05UBY::PAINT(L30,98) :PAINT(I45,98)::PAINTCL118,96):6E
T ICE&, 74)-C150,1i8),C,G:605UBL0:PAINT(IZ28,96):PAINT(L3E6,98) :PAINT(LLO,F96):GLETCI0
Sy 7RI-0150,118),D,6

I3 X=50:1Y=22XI=2:YP=2:N=L:M=~L:E=FFF=[:6=2:H=3:3I=4:F=210:K=-1:1L=146:0=0:P=5:G=0
1 T=I32:4=203 =227 W4 Z=iP0:Al=187 i BI=22:C1=133

14 ZZ=10:GO05UBL&E:GET(LLIF, 902~ (I¥2,L023,£,6:27=12:G05URBLE:GET(ILI2,89)-144,103).F
53774 GOSUBLISsGETCLLIO BB (135,104),6,6:27=18:605UBIE:6ET(108,87)~C128,105),#
2 G2 ZZ=IB:160SUBLEGETCLOL, 57/~ (148, 1053),1,6

15 PCLS:EET (0,174~ C42,189) T, 8L INECO,0)— (255,912 ,PESETB:GCREENL yI:RETURN

16 PCLS:CIRCLECI28,565 ;27,45 . 51FPAINTCIZHE 781 RETURN

NN U
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IfF e « c THERN. . .ELSE (1) —J .M. Winchurch

These short articles, like the FOR...MEXT series, are aimed at the learner,
and make nn.concessions to the wmore advanced programmer. A number of worked
examples will bhe included, and these will be examined, line by !ine where
necessary, in order that the path that the program is taking is clear to the
reader. '

The most hasic program is the “straight line* program, such as one to convert
and of course output to the screen or printer. This
ts at the beginning and ploughs on until it reaches the

inches to millimetres,
type bpf program star
end, with no deviati = :
This can be limiti d it iz much more powerftul i+ YOu., or the program,
are abls to maks decisions as to what course you should take it a particular
cituation arises. Such a decision might be “if such-and-such is true, then do
sg—and-so. " The key words being IF and THEN. In more formal language, this
could be written:-
IF the test is true THEN perform some action
Such a test might be "If A is greater than B then GOTO X*, where A and B are
numerical values, and X the number of a line in the program.

Using letters (strings) it could read: If As=*"A" then GOTO X. In both
cases, line X would contain the ACTIOM that you require tao be taken IF the
statement is true. .. If the statement 1is NOT true, the action will not be
carried out. Thus:

I &= THEN GOTO X {(In each case itnis must
or IF A<B THEN GOTO X be “true* faor the action
or IF AHL>*C" THEN GOTO X to be performed at line X)

If it is not true the program will simply move on to the next line in

“straight line" fashion. Here is a very simple program to illustrate this:

10 CLS

20 PRINT*ENTER A NUMBER BETUEEN 1 AND 9"

30 INPUT A

40 PRINT"ENTER ANOTHER MUMBER BETWEMN 1 AND 9*

50 INPUT B

&0 CLSIRENM tidies up the screen

20 IF A<CB THEN GOTO 20

80 END:REM needed to stop the program from carrying on regardless of
the IF...THEN in line 70 and printing A

0 PRINT A

Lines 2Z20-50 should be obvious. Line 70 is the decision maksr. Note iine 80.
On the basis of this program, design others to test whether A=B; A>B, aor
8=%B, remembering to print & ONLY when the IF...THEN statement is  true. Mext
time we will look at slightly more complex programs, and the extension ELSE.

e L Westrr e - o e - ARG ENT 7 .

My D32 displays no startup message at swlitch ony just a couple of @F symbols In
Iinverse video at the tap lerft. Pressing RESET occasionally flashes a graphics
patitern which arpgears to bDe graphics characters, filling the screen.
Suggestians reearding cause and cure urgenily reguired!. :

Peter Brent. 14,S5tagelands, Crawley. RHLII-7PE. (0Z293-32825).

%1% Try dryv joints, dirty switch contacits ar marn board,; dud ROM, or possibly
SH09E. Paul.
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Well, this is it, the moment you’'ve been dreading for the last year. Yea,

it’s time to say goodbye. Sadly, due to the copious amounts of A level
revision, +this will b2 the last *Fishy Business® for a while. But betore you
throw yourself into a black pit of despair, there is good news. I'1l probably

be back in a couple of manths when life’s a bit easier. 0+ course, that
doesn’t mean you can stop writing to me. It’d be nice to start again with an
article dedicated to readers' letters (fat chance...). Anyway, Ong person was

kind enough to respond to my ideas about a games directory. Yes, stand up
Gavin Seagers! Anybody else who's interested should contact me. It's dead
easy, just get an envelope {look it wup in the dictionary if you don’t

understand the nature of this advanced piece of postal technhologyl, write to
'His magniticence Dudley the Incredible Gamesplaying Goldfish {(¥XI think
Dudley” will suffice...SW#¥), 6 The Vicarage, Norwich Road, Watton, Thetford,
Norfolk, IP25 &DB’, stick on a stamp (you know, the things with a picture of
our beloved Bueen on), and pop it in a postbox (big red things with a slot in
the top...erwnmn). Easy when you know how, isn’t it.

But did Gavin just send a letter? No he did not. This wonderful human being
also encliosed the follawing cheat for Jet Set Willy, giving infinite lives:

10 REM INFINITE LIVES:EXEC171 TO RUN
20 READM:POKEX+171,M:X=X+1:IF X<15 THEN 20
30 DATA 16,206,0,255,189,1640,14&4,134,125,183,43,8,126,9,9

Run the program then enter EXEC 171. The game will load, and run with
infinite lives. But beware of endless death loops if you die at a monster
start position.

Well kids, it looks like it’s time for the revieuws...

n

G 8 P D Overall
ROTABE 7 ¢ B8 2 ¥XEP.P.P.¥&¥
CHUCKY EGG &4 &6 8 8 Z
BEANSTALKER b & & 8 7
AIRBALL g 8 7 7 8
30 SEIDABB ATTACK 4 3 4 2 3

Time for ms *o swim coff into the sunset, then, ready to take on whatever the
evil forces of the Cambridge Examination board can throw at me. See y’all when
1 return. And don’t forget the letters, especially about the games directory.
By the way 2 any rumours about the existence of Mad Fish diseases are
completely unirue. So, remember to lock up your geraniums every Tuesday, fnak
chugga rhugga wheeeee!

(This comment was topical on 23/5/90 at 10 p.m., honest...)
Dudley.
t¥2Gti11 moderately topical on 27/05/90 at 8.08 p.m....SWkxX)
Dudliey wWill return...

Disclaimer « « -

Just to back Hike up in Peeking 26 this month, Dudley the Incredible etc and
ocur esteemed Software Editor are tuwe entirely different people. For a start,
Dudley {real name K¥XCENSORED¥¥) is currently doing/recovering from his *A°
levels, whilst Mike has been at work for many years.

The most obvious giveaway, though, is that Mike lives in Prescot, Merseyside,
whilst Dudley's baowl resides in Norfolk! It can’t have been that difficult to
vork out that they are two different people, surely?!?!

Stephen.
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Durina the past year the club membership has increased by 4 members. It now
stands at 18, with average attendances of 2. There have been some surprisingly
high turnouts, even at buciness meetings, but this wmay be due to the "surprise”
element introduced this year. Such attendances are good, considering the work
and educational commiltments of membaers. There have been adverts placed to
zttract new members, as well as attempts to contact local Dragon owners through
the Dra2gon Directory. :

The topics covered during the vear ircluded Electronic Author, Communication
via a Psion,; light pen, screen dumps, Eprom progamming, graph pad, and Wetax

{if only we fhad a decent radio). Twa series are currently running, machine
code and coanstitiaons. There have been demnnstrations of a CAD system  running
on ‘an  03ICCHM and the fppie Mac. Guests have been invited to demonstrate both
the Amiga and Atari systems. In October 198%, members and i(&=ir guests (38 in
total) visited the local BBC TY and radio station. Plans are being made to
taur Cameraon’s #rewery in the autumn of 1990 (uwell...they might have a Dragon).
The club subscribes to the 0S89 User Group, a disc based magazine. Members

have reviewed programs onh behalt of Dragon Update, and have had their reviews
published. The club has been mentioned in various publications over the year.

Mewbers have attended a number of shows this year, as far away as Hove and
Westaon (s stop harzssing me, Paul), and have expanded their systems mainly
with the addition of drives.

Overall, the ,ear has been guite succesful considering the shrinking Dragon
community. A number of the membership own or have the use of a second computer
system in addition to their Drazagon, but it is hoped that they «ill continue to
support the graup during 1920/71991.

Chris Jobson.
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16 like myseldsf, vyou have used a cassette based system fnr years, but now
find yourself the proud owner of a disc drive, you may be puzzled by the
problems which can arise when copying your tapes to disc. If so, these tips
may help you. This is NOT an article on copying commercial software from tape
to disc. I+ it’s available on disc my advise is to purchase the disc.

The main problems vyou will +ace arise from the drop in memory available, from
24871 ta 23335 with DOS, and the change of the screen addresses, from 1536 to
13823 (tape) to; ;3022..to0....15360 :(disc). I+ the program is text only, without
using any graphics pages, and you find that vyou get an 20M ERROR (out of

memory) with DOE, this can s=samtimes be remedied by making the first line of
your program PCLZ ARl releasing the unused agraphics pagss for  BASIC if not
already done. In o©ther cases, if there are instructions included within the

program, these can be deleted and made into a separate program on the same
disc, tao be loaded and read on thewir own. I+ the program uses graphics, the
system will naormally take care' of the POMDEs, and no adjustment on your part os
needed. Hawever, graphics pages saved to tape at the old tape addresses would
need to be loaded foi- DOS with an offset of 1536, i.e. CLOAD *“SCREEN", 1536
from tape and SAVE “SCREEM.BIMY, 3072, 92164, 3072 for a PMODE3 or 4 graphics
screen. Some BASIC programs using graphics may POKE data onhto the screen. I+
the addresses are on page 1 (15346-3071), and you happen to CLOAD and RUN this
program from tape to a DOS system, you will prabably find corrupt DOS  hooks on
that page, now used for DOS. You will have to find the lines where the POKEs
occur, before RUNning it, and add 1536 to the addresses so POKEd. Then you can
RUMN it and SAVE it without corruption. An example of this is the excellent

Pantoon progean in INPUT wmagazine, where the offending line is line 50. Should
you wish 4“2 make such a program run either from tape o disc, you would neecd to
detect the, presence of 20S. This can be done by PEEKing address 1343. I+ DOS
ias in situ, this will read 325 so IF PEEK(1543)=32 THEN (don’t do next line but
jump over it tn the line which handles the Las address instead). Finally,
there arse several DISCOFF  and DISKILL routines +floating around in Dragon
circies. Some are better than others and give a full 24871 bytes free. Some

reguire you tao press RESET to get this, others only give the 23335 bytes
already av=ziiable. By having one of the better ones on the same disc, yau can
add a +irst 1line to vyour program - RUN "DISKILL.BIN® - to get all the +ree
bytes before carrving on with the rest of the BASIC.
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Scanninrg the soysticks requires a jump to 32736 ($8012), which returns the
stick value 1n lorastions 346 to 349, 244 gives the X coordinate of the right
stick, 347 the ¥ coordinate and 748 & 34Y the M & Y coordinates for the left

stick. These velues are numbesrs between 0 and &3, here is a short Basic listing
to illustrate?-

10.CLS S50 PRINT @ 24, PEEK(348)
20 EXEC 32786 40 PRINT € 128, PEEK(34%9)
30 PRINT @ 32, PEEK{(346) 70 GOTO 20

40 PRINT @ &4, PEEr(347)

This loop continually scans the joysticks and you will see the values change as
you mave the sticks. Each time the routine at 32736 is executed the wvalues
+ound are lett at 346 to 349. It is therefore guite easy for you to write a
machine code routine to read the sticks..... JSR 32786 ... LDA 346 ... CHMPA
with previous value stored or with 63/2 = 31 to find out wether to move to the
right or left on screen, and if so jump to the appropriate subroutine to move.
Then LDA  T47 and do the same, then 348 and 34%2. Having done that and made any
moves nee o4 you retirn to your main routine until ancther laoaop is nesded. It
you are only using cne joystick then you only need to look at locations 346 &
347 or 3248 & 349, depending on which one vou use. To examine the +fire buttons
you need tc icok  at location 65280 which will return 252 if both buttons are
pressed znd 253 or 254 far the two joysticks. 1¥f none are pressed it will
retiurn” 283: You can load the A register from &5280 and make the required CMPA
ta check the buttoni{s). Try thisi-

10 PRINT FrEK(&5280)

20 GOTLIG

You’ll probably got 2 tew 191s until it settles down to 255, then press each
button in zurn, then both together.

_—OAAF L 2rthoughts FO . . .

Wzll...whers the bloody hell are you all???? It’s now 12.22pm, and the hall
here at Hove is virtually EMPTY!! What’s the excuse this time? Why Paul, or
the other exhibitors, bother to put on a show is beyond me, when 29% don’t make
the effort to turn up! You all KNEW that this would be the last big show which
the group is running - you all KMEW {hat the Dragon companies would be here -
you all KNEW hat thsy need your support. But you stay away in droves. still,
that’S your problam.

The group has dorne all 1t can to bring the Dragon scene together here at
Hove, but judging bv the appallina turnout, the wmajority of you don’t care

bout it anymore. [t's put of my hands. I can’t force you to turn up. But
‘a3 can’t bleme me, o o, une @lae, when the Dragon scene finally collapses. I
will be VERY surpri=-1 & fhs=re are any Dragon companies left after today.
You all knew where and when 1t was. Write your own obituary.
It’s now half-ans. we' re a2lmostl 200 down on last year’s turnout, and it’s a
complete snamibicos. It’s game wver as far as I'm concerned. I+ wyou can’t be
bothered to  turn up, you don’t deserve to have group members putting in hard

work for you.
I would, however, like to thank the people who HAVE turned up, and have had =a

chat here at the group stand. At lecst sume people make the effort. @@ It's
now after 3 pm, ther qoe abont five punters left, and Paul is NOT happy. Why?
Because HNG-UnE iNED. uP L As far as I can see, the group can do ho more.
Scund your own dezil knell 14 you like; Have 1990 will be remembered for its
catastrophic, rathrere than positive, etfects an the Dragon scene. We've done

all we can. It's now up to you, and, judging by the turnout here today, the
rest of you weuldn’t gave a scd.

So why should 172
Stephen. Hove. 2/&6/90.

HE I A AL FE R

I dan t <(hink there’s anvihing I _an add te Stephen’s comments, except that I
agree with them 100%. You were warned, youlve rgnored the warningy 50 when

thinygs finally fold and YOU'RE left with zero support you’ve no-one to blanme
bt yovrselves. Jusit remsgater that 1t was entirely YOUR chorce. Paul.
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I'm teld that we had an error in. the
issue, and that LINE & should read:-
K=D+N¥G: Y=E+#ixG: A=0: B=A: C=A

"Mandelbrot"” listing in the February 1920
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Malocolm COwWern -

A Mr.Bab Green of London has been on touch with a Group member about Bulgaria.

He has fawily contacts there, in particular one lad who has a
and not much software.

but the need is greater than just that. The
and ANY
I+ anyone has anything they can conitribute,

information shout it,
@  have provided him with a manual,
cld system has left them with nothing,
wauld be treated like golddust!.
then please write to me, pMalreolan
HManchester M19-3NU. = pnone 061
The greztest need

Cowen,
-225-4674.
is tfor serious software and hardware, to help them to catch

Dragon but no

computer hardware or software-

at 23,Bristol Avenue, Levenshulme,

up with the new techsnolagy that has become commonplace for us. It is not just a

matter of charity. The
European punchup like the last one is
devecloped friendly
as 1t gives individuals power Lo

think, have you got owt Bob could use?.

%%% While I'm not sure I can

(cnmputers tend to provide stroppy 9overnment with MORE power to
mast certainly agree with the rest, so plezse help if you cans

individual!'?, i
Faul G.

I =t texpr < rom 2ill

best means of guaranteeing that we don’'t have another

make sure that we have +free and

nations for neighbours. Computer technology is part of that
organise
M.C.

against a stroppy government. So

agree with the last para of Malcolm’s letter

clobber the

Saxxe lby .

I was
vigit tr: a2 Oragon Show!.
(my Daughter!?!). It seems that at
adventurous Jnurnnus!.

The Oszzitt show made me realise how much I have missed in  the
I was able to meet people who were previously just namso

the idividual stalls

on letters. To wmertion a few, Brian 0? Conner, Mike Stott,
expected was the {(to me!
the displays. I do not knaow if the attendance was

in Dragon matters, judging by the numbers
away

fact 4 nad noh

seems to stili be a great interest
buying software and hardware. I came
discs!.

Altogethzr a most enjovable
repeat next year. W.A.S.

visit

which I

finaily able to make the isurney to Ossett last month, my first ever
I was allowed tao go subject to taking along a

"minder"
I should not be embarking on such
past. Visiting

and Bob Preston. G
)} tender years of the experts manning
up to standard, but thers
books and

with an assortment of

very much hope I may be able to

UBLIGHER!. Mew from K£S. Full YYSIUYG D.7. P package for Dé4’s.
In: udes 38 tonts and clip-art. DISC ORLY. {5.00.
DRAGOR GRAPHICS STUDIZ PLUS. Icom, menu and ioystick cnntrulled
graphics / drawing progras. DISC ONLY. 5.99.
PRINTER CONTROL / LDESKTOP fonts. 20 add on fonts for HcGowan’s
word-procesors. DISC or TAPE 4.99.
S.Knight (KCS. Dept RIUGY, 76,Etsall Road, Hall Green,
Birsirghaw.B28-0LE. (0Z1-/77-24771. PLP (UK) S0p, Europe 1.00. &8
Prisa 2000 modem end Peakscii Mes Era coww’s cartridge. Great for
Prestel. 50.00 o.xn.0.
Phore Joha Gilbertson on 0524-412848.

WARTED!. uragan &4 in qopd working order.
rnone {atter &) John Pentland on 0592-203944.

For Sale! Upgraded D32 ({runs 089 etc) with all leads, cassette
deck, etc, including many tapes and Dragon Users. 45.00 the lot.
Contact  G.0liver, 9,Foxberry Avenue, Acklan, Hiddlesborough,
Cleveland. :

WANTED URGENTLY!. Tandy HX1000, couplete systea prefered, or
similar cospatible machine. Re=zanable price paid. ~
Phone 0323-870944,

‘Sloa bt Sgre' Screen dumps for text, Lo-Res, and  Hi-Res, Hany
sizes, upright and sxden¢y5 14 size to full A4, Written in
Basic and easily edited to suit your g Epso

t U your own Epson  compatib
arinter. 5.00. A i L i

PLEASE NOTE!. Anyone wanting tnexr early versitn of Data Loader

and Printer upgraded to the KEW V2 version shou.d return L0
ORIGINAL TAPE, plus retura postage, for FREE [ (. E.
Dragsoft, 4i,Hereford Street, Presteicne, Powys.L0E-24T.

Genuine P.D.Software dirert frox the U.S.A. Top quality
Domain softxare for the Dragon a4 Calo’s {2 & 3, aii su
on the apropriate format discs. Gond suftware at low, low
Serd KCW for lists and details to!-

Randy Longshore, 15547 Chequer Drive, Chesterfirld. Mo. 43017,
U.S.A,

IS ADAPTOR KITS to fit your DOS inside the Dragon leaving the
port éor other uses, Price 16.48 each inclusive. Letter Writer
atility 5.00,

Sutcliffe Electronics, 15,West Street, Hothfield, Ashford, Kent.
{0233-634151).
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GROUP SERVICES

DRAGONART GRAPHICS LIBRARY. Contains THE biggest and best
collection of graphics screens for the Dragqon, all awasilable at
nominal rharges. The Library also wants YOUR arigiral graphics
efforts. Full detaile cnd list available fromi-

The Librarian, 5,6len Rcad, Parkstone, Poole, Dorset.
TX Lo-res screen editer and wanipulator. Written by
Price 2.75 inclusive.

The Librarian, 5,6len Road, Parkstore, Poole, Dorset.

-

an Rockett.

BACK TSSUE UPDATES. Reprints of all issues of Update {fros
original master sheets) available at ORLY 95 peace per copy
inclusive of postage. 14 page index of Update articles only 2.5C.
Single articles 50p.each. {sae for details). € Send to Eric Hall,
32, Thackeray Mall, Farehaw, Hants.PO14-0PQ. Chegues wade payable
to *Back Issues Dept. (NDUGI.

THE FD LIBRARY is now fully operational once again. For full
details of zaterial availzlie costect Stuart Beardwood. Kore
contributions always sazted, so it YOU have any suilable materiai
please let Stuart kace 2 Stuzrt DBeardwoud, 38,5alisbury FPlace,
Boothtomn, Haiifax.HX3-ehD.

GROUP SPECIALS!

UPGRADE MAWUAL. Full DIY insteuctions for upgrading your D32 to
04K, written by Bob Hall. rrice Z.00.

CIRCUIT DIAGRAKS. Available fer D32, Dad4, Dragon DOS costroller,
Cumana DOS contrailer, and CoCo DOS. AIl the same price 1.00 each.

NDUG FORTH 0.5, written by Johe Payne, the best FORTH
implementation available. Tuciudes Turtle Graphics, 80 col w.p.
and Assembler.

fvailable for V1.0, F5/4 and DosPlus. NEW PRICE ONLY 7.00 with
comprehensive manval.

Deita version f{sirgle or doubie density), K0 assembler. NOW ORLY
4,30 inclusive.

DRAUEZEE. The best selling Graphics utility progeam. Writtea by
R.A.Davis. Available on tape at 2.50 inc. or DragoaOS VERSION
with FREE *Kirrorimage® program inciuded (DOS V1.0 or CoCo DOS)
only 3.00 iac.

NEWCOPY. Kachine code tape utility. Ailows copying of headed and
headerless  programs. Mrittem by Stuart HKills. Price 2.50
inclusive.

DRAGON DOS TO COCO DOS. Waat to run Dragop discs on your CoCO?.
This program written by Chris Rouse allows your Colo to convert
Dragon BOS discs tp its own format and retokenise Basic routines.
Versioas available for cofo P25 Vi.0 amd VI.I  Price 5.6
inclusive,

COCO DOS TO DRAGON DO5. Dragon version of the above pragram!.
Allows you to convert Culo discs to Dragon DOS fermat. Writtem by
Randy Longshore. Price 5.00 inclusive.

ANY EPRON COPIED TO ORDER'. Send a ciean suitahle EPRON with the
EPROK (or tape) you want copied, plus 3.00.

DISC EDITOR. Utility disc for V1.0 . Full view and editing
tacilities. Written by Joha Cox. Price 5.00.

FUR DISC!. Over two dozea simple games, quizzes, pix, tunes,
utilities,eic, written and compiled by R.A.Davis specially for
the 6roup. Dragonl0S disc only 3.50.

*BEST of INPUT“, & disc of selected listings from IKPUT magazine
produced by permission of Narshail Cavendish Ltd. Price 3.50.inc.

*ANTTUNES". Disc comtaizing a selection of tunes with animated
graphics display. Written by R.A.D and Dave Cadman. Price 3.30

iats

KC TUTORIAL. Machine Code IS Easy with the new Tutorial Disc
wiitten by Tony Davis for use in conjunction with the Update Easy
Kachite Code series of articles. Why plod on with Basic when you
tan teach yourself wachine code programming?. DragonD0S disc only
3.50 inclusive, 88 K/C TUTORIAL DISC 2 The next part of the
series by R.A.Davis. Price just 3.50 irnclusive.

EZEE ADVENTURE WRITER!. New disc from R.A.D. Perfect for those of
you wio found the Malcolw Cowen *AW" prograw a bit too heavy to
sanage!. Llearn to write your own Adventure programs the £2EE
way'. Price only 3.50 inclucive.

ALL THE ABOVE ARE AVAILABLE FROM PAUL GRADE AT &,NAVARING ROAD,
¥CRTHING, SUSSEX. CHEGUES PAYABLE TO N.D.U.6. PLEASE.

GROUP & MEMBERS PROGRAFS eilc.

MDUG  DEEKTCR'. The Oroup’s DTP package. Based on a FALSOFT
program {produced under licence) this package is available on
either Dragon DOS disc fwith Epson type screen du=r! or Colo DOS
twith  DHPIOS  dump). Prosucs  your own small posters,
zivertisments, magazines, progras title screens, video title
screens,etc. 1% font version 12,50, Orders tol-

Ray Gmith, 5,6len Road, Parkstone, Poole, Dorset. Cheques made
payable to NDUG.

DELTA DOS UTILITY. w/c utility to copy ALL Basic and a/fc files .
froe disc to tape in one operation. Basic listing of loader and
Hex dump price 1.00, or on tape 2.50 inclusive.

I.Buasell, 33,Tennyson Avenue, Clevedon, Avon.BS2{-7U].

NDUGSOFT!. The former Pamcomms programs are noW available from
the Group.

Formula Ome ... 7.95) Disk-Kit ... 8.50; Sourcemaker ... 8.50j
Lighipen {disc only) ... 2.50. & Ve cen also offer the Halcolm
Cowen programs, Colossal Cave Adventure and Adventure Writer.
Availzble on cassette only Colossal cave is 5.00 and Adventure
Writer 7.50. cn tape or disc.

NDUGSCFT{K¥). 52,0cansway, Springtield, Chelssford, Essex.CHI-5TU.

Data & Loader Printer. Turnc z/c islc Basic loader and data
statesents. Writes to printer OR tape for hard and soft copies!s
Price only 3.00.

Fonebill. Being overcharged?, How much of the bill is really
yours?!, Just time your calls and Fonebill does the rest. Now
only 2.00.

Settes. Set up your Dragon- for better colour & sound. Also
assists qualified persons in setting up TV's & monitors. 2.50.
Prices include plp and 10% donation to Group funds'. Please state
DraqonD0S, SuperlS, tape, or ASCII tepe for Tandy.
Chegues / POs to Mike Towasend (Dragsoft. Dept.D.U.). 4! Herefard
Street, Presteigne, Powys.LDB-2AT.

{3th.TASK!. The classical Adventure that got rave reviess
everyshere!, Play the part of Herculese as you clear up the
Ancient World baddies!. Usual price is 3.50, but Special Offer to
NDUG wmembers of 2.50 inclusive. If you haven't tried thic
adventure yet you havea't lived!. Orders to :-

ARC SOFTWARE, 272,Kearns Road, Newton Mearns, Glasgow.

latabase programs for D32/64 k Dragondos. All
tacilities including search, sort, and print.

11 Names L Addresses, 170 items, 4.00. 2lMagazine details,
sinisum 3000 entries, 4.00. 31 LP recards or cassettes, minimum
2800 iteas, 6.00. 41 G50 coatacts, sinimuam 3000 entrizsz, 6.00.
any fparticular requests?, lhe abuve were written to order. Also
available, Home Accounts progras 3.50, and Facts of the Yorlds
Counlries f(also on tape) 3.50. Please specify format when
ordering. Details {sae please) from:-
Graham Strong, 78,Coleridge
Susse<.BN12-4LT. (Phone 0903-48575).

with full

Crescent, Goring-by-Sea,
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As I was saying earlier, if there’s anything new happening on the computer
scene it is a VERY wel!l kept secret, which makes it difficult to find anything
to write =2bout!.

There J5 one rather odd thing though, that is turning up with increasing
freguency now, and if anyone can explain it I’'d be very interested. Dbore and
more of our "under 20’s"® keep telling me that they are having to give up
computing, attending shows etc, because they “don’t have time owing to exam
werk". Leaving aside the fact that all examination standards are s0 low now
that a mentally retarded monkey should be able to get a pass grade, I thought
the i1dea of examinations was to assess what had already been learned, NOT what
dzta could be crammed into a few weeks immediately preceeding the exam. Surely
i¥f vou  have learased a subject properly you don’t NEED to do extra wark for an
esamination?. If you DO need the exta wark, then you don’t know the subject
anyway, S0 any examination result is worthless?. I could never see the point in

- - @ e e s m  m om
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damned things anyway .... some of the thickest peaple I knaow have BA
degrees, and  —ome of the "gaalified engineers® aren’t fit to be trusted with a
Lego set .... but maybe those are the ones who *had to " do extra work for

Oh well, I suppose oLae day it will be fashianable again for ability o count
for wmore than pretty pieces of warthless paper, but not while people are so
gullible. .
On the subject of "thickness®, I’ve just received a threatening letter from our
local Department of Maoraons inforwing me that a vehicle registered in my name
was reported +or beoinyg parted without a valid Tax Disc at the begining of
January this ycar, and threatening all kinds of penalties if I deon’t give them
all the relevant infarmation. 0+ course, it completely escaped their notice
that I didn’t purchnase the thing until the end of April (even though they wmust
have got MY details $rom DULC). I think 1°11 remind them that making false and
‘malicious accusasions is also an affencz, and zinguire whether the letter was
sent as result of incompetence or negligence. Yes, all these highly gualitied
staff, and all this “state of the art computer technology” really demonstrate
their frus worth in this kind pf situatica'. Roll on Lo-Tech and ungualified
staffingt !,
And on the subject of vehicles and morons, do you think the Conservation types
ithe Grezener than Green ones) will eventually discover that the average person
produces more carbon dioxide in a day than the average calr engine? .... they
never sesem to bother about little details like that, do they?. It*s a bit like
the figures that keep getting guoted about the number of cars on the road, no
one ever takew intoc account that well aver half of them haven’t existed for
years except on paper as DVLC keeps them "on the books® until the lng books are
returned marked Yscrapped" stniiain which usually never happens!. Still, we MUST
believe all the “Experts*, mustn’t we?, after all, they’re ‘“properly
gqualified"!'!,
What’=s all this got te do with computers?, nothing at all really, except that
it is still fashionable to imagine that “computers®, "experts”, and
"scientists® (whatever that is supposed to signify) somehow are infallible aznd
know all about everything, wheras all three are generally useless, know nothing
wiach  about anything, and usually put out vast gquantities of total garbage. Of
course. they aren’t alane in latter fault, I've been putting out vast
gquantities of Garbage (crudely disquised as a newsletter) for years!, but then
why should THEY have all the fun?!.
Oh well, I supnose that ought to be enough to fill the page .... Don’t forget,
Help protect the Environment ... Stop Breathing!, and when writing to your M.P
r

ite on rciycled Andrex!. HMore recycled garbage next month. Paul.
" AN

AT
;M'
| (:29%

imnake sure vou w




= = 8

A choice of words

Program: Editext

Supplizi: R & A J Precics
Kings Hall Count, St. Brides
Major, Mid Glamorgan.
Price: £6.35

PRESTONSE are continuing to
produce re-runs of gocd soft-
ware and breathe new life into
them by halving the cost of the
packagn. Editexr is their latest
oftering, being onginally pro-
duced py Nectarine at £12.95.
Pleasa do not dismiss this pro-
gram cn the basis that at £6.95
itcannotbe any good, quite the
contrary! Editext is a versatile
word preaessor providing maost
of the faciiities found in very
much more expensive word
processors, and car be
operaied via disc of Cassefte.
The disc versien is
Deditext, and is on the reverse
of the tape. The main features
allow normal or justified prin-
ting, automatic wordwrap, ard
include full editing faciliues.
The latter are fairty com-
prehensive, enabiing letter,
word or combination of words
to be added, deleted or chang-
ed. There is even a Find and’
Replace routine which coup-
les the Move Lines and Para-
graphstoanywherein the text,
and makes form design, of
standard iefters requiring cus-
tomisaticn, very easy.

Additicnally, the program
allows upper anc 'owsar case
printing o any required
typewidth, print formatting to
inciude muitiple top copies,
and various typefaces.

The standard choice of print
fonts is:

a) Elite (12 characters per inch,
enabling more text to be
printed in a given line width).

b) Double print (prints thc line
in two passes of the head,
minutely advancing the paper,
thickening the dots to achieve
a higher print quzity).

c) Emphasised orint (each dot
is printed twice to produce the
eftect of bold type).

d) Enlarged print (gives the im-
pression  of double-height
characters printed in bold type
- very useful for headings and
ttle pages).

called -

g) Condensad print (prints 165
characters to the inch, com-
pared with the normal 10
characters tothe inch, or 12 us-
ing Elite type - very useiul for
half-sized documents ana
wide tabulated data).

You can of course mix
typefaces if required by pnn-
ting the document in sections,
using the Change Type Face
menu incorparated into the

program, which will alse
automatically revertto the nor-
mal Pica type.

Once you are satisfield with
ihe jayout ana content of the
actual print fonts you can then
execute a draft print which
prnintsoutthe textline by line as
it is stored in tha Dragon’s
memory. Each of the lines is
numbered and all carriage
returns are marked. When you
have compieted your draft
print or even if you did not re-
quire it at all, you can enter the
Formatied: Print routine which
enables you to format the text
for printing to virtually any
typewidth up to the maximum
allowed by your printer, " and
with any desired number of
lines per page. The text can be
justified, margins altered, and
iine spacing adjusted. Of
course, If you wish to save the
text to tape or disc there'is a
very usefui facility for doing se,
which incorporates a special
header tilg, identifying the text,
into the filing routine.

The instructions for the
operating of Editext are clear,
concise and simple and also
containapromptcharttoassist
you in your early running of the
program. As if all this were not
enough, there is even a shon
appendix outlining examples
of how to save time using the
facinties overall.

Sufficetosay this programis
very adaptable, easy to use
and given al! the facilities it
containg, at £6.95 it must rate
as one of the best buys of the
year, and receives my
wholeheaned endorsement.

R L N Hewson
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The ball rolls again

Program: Roffaball

Suppllier: R & A J Preston,
Kings Hall Count, St. Bndes
Major, Mid Glamorgan.

Price: (cassette) £§ Q5.
THIS is not a review of the
same piece of software that
has been reviewed Dolore In
Dragon User . As yet | do not
even know if it will replace the
original Ro/aball or be called
Rolaball2 or whatever.

When | first recieved
Rolaball for review from Helen
many moons ago | was
delighted as | had seen the
game, before itwas finished, at
the Ossett Show in 1987. After.
many attempts at ioading it |
eventually got it to work only, to
find that my fingers were not
nimble enough to wotk the
keyboard. Having accessed
the cheat screen (hands up
those of you whodon'tknow it's
there) | set the colours to red
and green and also stopped
the cubes moving around. This
made the' task of getting
around the screen much
easier. Then | set about mapp-
ing the 49 screens while my
youngest son David took over
on the keyboard.

Disaster struck in the form of
an unmentionable and | was
still experiencing loading pro-
blems from the cassette. Hav-
ing contacted the author,
Jonathan Cartwright, | was
sent a disc version, but came
upon the same unmen-
tionable. After several phone
calls to Jonathan, he eventual-
ly agreed with me that | was
right although we both agreed
that probably nobody would be
able to get that far playing the
game normally. Now | have
received the updated version
and this 1s what the original
should have been.

To those of you who do not
know the game at all | will give
you a brnet desciption. You
guide a ball along a 30 land-
scape collecting 49 jigsaw
pieces which form a picture in
the top left hand corner ot the
screen as you pick them up. To
move from one screen to
another you select your exit,
move on to it and press the ap-
propriate key Atthe startof the
later version you are presented
with @ menu from which you
can define your own keys for

the directions, picking up etc.
andthisisadefinite advantage
over the original. There is no
joystick option in either version
of Rolabail, and this is because
the ball moves over some nar-
row sceneary and it would be
even more difficuit than using
the keyboard. You can aiso
select the colour set and the
speed eof play also im-

 provements on the original.

Thesceneryinthisversionis
slightly different to the onginal
and ascore of 100 points s now
awarded for each jigsaw piece
collected, whereas there was
no score feature in the original
game. At first | kept getting
caught by the enemy cube as |
arrived on a new screen but if
you watch closely you might
discover how to avoid (his
Several of the jigsaw pieces
appear to be impossible to col-
lect at first but a little imagina-
tion and experimentation
should help youto getthem all.
One ptece in particular is very
difficult to see but | can assure
you that it 1s there. When (or
ratherif)you have collected the
49 pieces and the |igsaw' is
complete thehra flying saucer
appears overhead and the ball
rises into it.

There is the usua!l Cart-
wright musical accompari-
ment and an unusual method
of clearing the screen which |
really enjoyed. | mustthank my
son David once again fordoing
most of the work. Tc sum up !
found it 10 ve a challenging
game which has been greatly
improved from the original.

If1 had not seen the game so
longago ! would probably have
thought that Jonathan had
taken pans of Marble Madness
and Asball and put them
logether to make one game. |
think that this is now a very
good game, albe.t very difficult
to get very far into, let alone
complete, unless you can find
the pokes for unlimited lives or
for stopping the cubes moving
about.

Mike Stott
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