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Slightly late this month, but things ARE getting better! Adventure Page
makes a welcome'return, along with Arcade-Yier, after it was, acidental-
ly left out of last months issue! ‘The results, and some examples of the
March compo. can now all be revealed! Npt to mention the long awaited
Ammerican Connection... and a lot more! Just carry on reading to see
what else we've got! -

Bargin hunters ought to be very pleased with our special offer this
month. Capri Marketing, who are presently offering 200 plus titles for
the Dragon are offering READERS ONLY a good 1@% OFF their usual
prices... which are VERY LOW before the dicount! Check them out by
reading.on...!

Good news on ‘Lhe show front, we're putting on a show for Dragon and
Tandy owners, tull details are in this months News File. It will come as
a welcome releif to those who maybe though that the last show was it.
NO, not by a long chalk! I'll be bring you all further developements as
they happen in future months, but wuntil then, keep supporting the
companies that support the Dragon, shell out the extra few pennies for
maybe one more title than maybe you would have otherwise bought. It will
be worth it! GO ON ‘THEN!

o

Andrew Hill
EDITOR
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DRAGON AND TANDY SHOW GO—AHEAD!

THERE WILL ©be a "national" show for Dragon and Tandy ouwners this year!
After several months ot doubt, contirmation has now been given. The show
organisers are Dragonfire Services, who publish software for the Dragon
and Tandy and also publish this magazine have decided upon the date and
venue. ‘They are Sunday, 4th December 1988, at the Arosta Hotel, Lower
Church Road, Weston super NMare.

The Sunday date has been choosen +tor guieter roads, and due to the demand from users that they were unable to attend
Saturday shows because of work commtments. A spokesperson for Dragenfire said, "The chow has all the signs of being a
really great event, for retailers and users alike. Almost all the companies supporting the Dragen will e there, and
through effective promotion, we hope a good number of users will turn up. Atter all, they will have had no where else to go
during the six month run up to the show." When asked why they choose Weston as the venue, they said, "The West has had no
"pig" shows for the Dragen for a few years, the tast being in Manchester way back in 'Bb. Secondly, we were looking for
somewhere which had easy access from all over the UK - Weston has motorways from all sides, North, South, East and West...
what else could we ask for? Weston was the obvicus choice!" The show has been named the "Colour Computer Convention - for
Dragon and Tandy Lolour ceners!® - they say Tandy CoCo owners are as welcome as Dragon ceners. Many of the retailers will
be brining alcne their Tandy range too, and some will be converting a few titles especially for the show! New releases are
promised at theshow, and demonstrators have also been invited.

fmong those attending at the time of going to press Broomsoft, Computape, Dragonfire Services, Oragon Magazine, D.U.D.E.,
John FPenn Discount Software, National Dragon Users Group, Urange Software, Fulser Software and R¥AJ Preston, Others have
also expressed an interested in attending. For details on exhibiting, contact Dragonfire Services (CCCY, 13 Farry Jones
Close, Blaina, Gwent, Nr5 3NH.

Commenting on the kind of response that they received, “We were guite pleased with the number of pecple interested in
attending, and those who offered help in scme way, we would particuarly like to thank Paul Brade of the NDUG for his help.
Both the NDUS and Dragen Magazine are supporting the show with free advertising and promotion.” DRAGON MAGAZINE 5AYS - BE
THERE!

NEW S/W EDITOR &T UPDATE

DRAGON UPDATE has appointed a new Software Editor. Mike Stott, well know for his reviews in Dragon User magazine, has been
appointed, and commenting on his pusitiun, he =ays that a greater coverage of software will hopefully now be included in
Update, which is the newsletter of the NDUG. The NDUG is the only group left supporting the Dragen and Tandy CoCo users in
the UK, and was set up in 1984, Paul Grade, chairperson since the start, says tnat their membership is over 1,002 and still
grawing, steadily. Membership for the first year costs £8-00 (LK) dropping to £7-3@ for future years. For further details,
oroverseas costs drop Paul Brade an SASE at 6 Navarino Road, Worthing, Sussex. '

NMEW SOFTWARE DISTRIBUTORT

TAMSOFT IS a new company, set up by Adrian Betts, who are selling older computer games titles, for, in the words of Rdrian,
"so called ‘minority’ computers such as the Dragon 32, Flus 4, Electron, etc..*. Their stock of Dragon software at the
present is as follows; Chuckie €gg, Leggit, Galacticans, Monsters, Pedro, Avenger, Ultrapede, Moon Cresta, Eddie Steady
Go!', and Back Track. 811 are priced at £2-99 postage and package is included. Adrian has asked me to point out these are

ariginals, and nct copies. Cheques and postal orders sculd be made payable to A.Betts, and sent to 8 Healey, Lakeside, .

“Tamworth, Staffs. B77 ZRF.

AMND MORE?. . .
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HARRY WHITEHOUSE FPULL OUT?

HARRY WHITEHDSE, formerly Peaksoft, may, after many years of supporting the Dragon, be finally pulling out of the Dragan
Market. This news comes closely behind the news that they have released a new "high speed" joystick for the Dragen, priced
at £9-%5. ihe rumcurs of the pull-out may bare evidence, as Harry will not be attending the Colour Computer Convention this
December, which possibly point to the fact that they will not besupporting the Dragon then? For details on their new
Jjoysticks and other products contact Harry Whitehouse an 0636 /40230,

l
DRAGONFIRE LATEST WITHDRAW!

FOLLOWING LAST months announcement of the release ot Sunken Ghost and Diamond Manor, Dragonfire Services this month
announcethat the two titles have now been withdrawn from sale due to several errors, in logic and spelling, in the two -

adventure games. Said a Draganfire spokesperson, "We were lucky no copies of the game were sold, before somsone who was
testing the software found the bugs. While we adventures are playable as they are, some users will notice the illogical set
out in several places, and spelling may distract you. We have returned the software to the author, and hope he'll be able
to sart the problems out, and then they'll be back an the market." Not problemed by this, Dragon annouce the release of two
titles again this month, one arcade and another adventure, said Dragontire "ine one has been tested for many menths, being
updated several times where hugs have occured, and the other hasbesn tested very well, and completed. All is fine there'" -
details of these and other new Dragon titles see SOFTWARE UPDATE the new column for new Jragon releases elsewhere!

SOFTWARE UFPDATE
SO L'WARE UPDAL R
SOFTWARE UPDATE
= OTTWHAREY 80T
SOFTWARE UPDATE
SOFTWARE UPDATE
SOFTWARE UPDATE

* NEW DRAGON RELEASES % NEW DRAGON RELEASES x

LUCIFERS KINGDOHM £5-95 AR ORANGE SOFTWARE
GREAT FISH VAN SCANDLE £2-85 AD ORANGE SOFTWARE
VISITEXT £11-95 UT ORANGE SOFTWARE
VISITEXT PLUS £13-95 UT ORANGE SOFTWARE
BUST-OUT! £3-00 AR DRAGONFIRE SERVICES
THE BOMB!' £3-2® AD DRAGONFIRE SERVICES
UTOPIA £4-95 AR PULSER SOFTWARE
RALLY £8-50 AD PULSER SOFTWARE

¥ All plus 50p postage and package "UK xx
CONTACT:
ORANGE SOFTWARE, The Garth, Nant-y-Derry, Abergavenny, Guent.
DRAGONFIRE SERVICES, 13 Parry Jones Close, Blaina, Guwent, NP3 3NH.

PULSER SOFTWARE, 38 Foxhill, High Crompton, Shaw, Oldham, Lancs.

READ >SOFTHARE UPDATES EVERY MONTH
AND KEEP IN-LINE HWITH ALL THATS NEW/

¥ ONLY IN DRAGON MAGAZINE - READ IT! x

L




—for tandy colaour owners!

—BY CRAIG MOS5S—

This is my contribution to the Dragon and Tandy community
feel it’'s time to put back a little more in  the Tandy 5
Lately Dragon owners have exploited the Tandy Ffor it s
hyrdware, and parts. Magazines have featured ideas G
the Tandy and hardely ever vice versa.

s g NN
@cd  towards  the Dragon was  the
collection of Input by Marchal Cavendish. Sadly, this magazine

The only magazine to have gave solutions to both machines
even that was slightly bia

10

has stoped, as it was only intended to introduce the computer
homes.

My knowledge and understanding may nobt be as large ¢ YL,  and
for this reason I invite vou to drop me a line to the wusus
address (13 Parry Jones Close, Blaina, Gwent, NFE ZENH, inoase
you've forgotten it!), and 1711 lcok forward to hearing from vo
should you wish to correct me, or better still to contribute the
column.

And now a little bit about me before T tallk about conversions. |
started with my first computer five vears ago. One of the best
computers to learn Rasic with and T still (rrisking like and
Limbh) recomend it to all beginers, the Sinclair  ZX81. ey i meg
said this, I do not recomsnd, but detest all uwusers of the ZX81 s
big sister machine, aftfe onatly know as the spibt-ding e
to we Dragon and Tandy owners. Six months  later my  progeaming
needs grew to the Dragon 320 Me and a AFriend started weilting
programs two years ago and bad an attemplt at running a  software
company know as Buzz Software. Trade was not tod good so oul  of
my own money Febuary last year 1 upgraded to the Tandy &4, with
disk drive and printer (mainly for my own use, but also with
Busz Softwares wse in mindl . July  last  year, o our first
birhthday we decided to call it a day due to work preswwes  and
the lack of reponse. Dragonticre Services stepped in to  handle
ouw sofltware for us. This has allowed ws to have more  time Lo
ourselves, to help other users. '

In this column T wish to cover conversions, 0/5-9, and  Tandy
Dos, I also want to starlt & series on Media Library managemsnt
which tells you how to or s your media Library and month
meanth show yow a proc this. Maybe it will be publish
by Dragontire, on  elbther and/ar disk  at  sometime for
reacers, as waell!).

One more point before I start the coluon propecly, I wouwldd
to point ouwt  that this coluwnmn will wuswually only
bi-monthly, (well I am a busy guy youw kEnow). Tt will,
probably featwe in next months edition too. Now  down  to  the
business.

CONVERTING DRAGON BASIO TU 1ANLY HAhLL

The actual BHasic of the two machines i1s the same, but  they are
slightly different in the way they save the programs in memory.

)

en



1ng the

Each machine converts the E Looote tokens, bthus short
progeam and saving bthe time to save the  progream. It is  these
tokens that are different and cause all  the problems  in
clebugging the program to run on el bther machine! However, saving
the programs in a +File format  will solve  this  problem!

To do this the following command to save the RBasic  progeram (ol
this from the computer the program to be converbed from)-

CSRM0L Mg, B

This will save the program in ASCTI format (a universal code for
the two machines). Loading the program is done the normal  way,
by wsing the CLOAD command on BELHER machine. Flease note how the
program is loaded. Make swe that the REM socket is atbtached to
the tape recorder on loading (if youw don’t have a REM socket,
press padse on the player each time  the computer olicks, and
release 1t again about 2 seconds later (vou can usually here b
click again, and it is then time to release pause) this will
prevent premature I/0 Errors).

ADVANTAG

1o Easy Lo converlt programs

2. No messy software pac

2.0 IF an I/70 Error ocours the program part that has loaded OF is
still dim RAM, instead of being erased!

ages to Load before  conversion

o €

DISADVANTAGES

Lo You need access to bobth machines (yvow could always swap  with
a Friend living close by, o through the mail too!).

I recomnend that all Rasic programs are saved in the ABCII format
instead of tokenised form, as all the program is not lostb
170 Error oocours. '

DRAGON TO TAMDY MACHINE CODE CONVERSTONES

Again, youw can buy conversion progerams bo do this for  yvou. Esat
why pay out the money for such  programs.  Most  omachine  code
programs with no avto-run rowtines will more  than  likely load
anc execute O on the Tandy. I+ a disk unit is  attached, some
programs will cawse the system to re-boot depending upon the RAM
location of the game loaded. For this reason, | adviss  yvouw Lo
disconect youw disk system before Lrying a new machine code
routine. If vouw manage to load and save machine code product  to
izl and it still runs OF beware!'! You may not be able hto
re-save the program on tape or disk backups. T don’t know  why
this happens, maybe someone  could tell me P!

340

Well thats all for now. B Lotime I will talk to yvouw about O0/75-%
and Tandy Dos, not forgeting the Media File system I mentioned.
Thanks for vow attention, and feel free Lo werite 1L
or correct me on anybthing!

=¥
in

e

Lo aslk or

it a personal reply is required!

Flease enclose an DABE

¥ DON'T FORGET TO WRITE 7O THE COLOUR COLUMN — BOTH DRAGON AND
TANDY OWNERS! GO ON... WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR...7

[N
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A selection of the pictures received trom 1n response to our March
competition! ‘The winner was JOonn Smaitiwood, who has now received his
tape of John Penn Dicount Software’'s Flcture Maker s nany thanks to all

who entered/
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IMTERVIEHWM HITH HELEH ARMSTRONG

EDITOR of DRAGOH USER'!

DRAGON MAGAZINE INTERVIEWED HELEN DURING THE
TAKEQVER OF DRAGON USER BY HARRIS MICRO. FOR THIS REASON
SOHE GF OQUR QUESTIONS MAY SQUND "ALREADY ANSHERED" -
THERE WAS NG FIRM BUYER AT THE TIHE THE QUESTIONS HERE PUT,
BUT THERE HWAS WHEN THE ANSHERS WERE GIVEN/

WHEN DID SUNSHINE FIRST DECIDE TO CEASE PUBLICATION OF DRAGON USER? WHY DID THEY COME TO SUCH A DECISION?

"The parting of Sunshine Publications and Dragon User was first of all tied in with Sunshine’s internal decision to pull
out of the computer publication market. The home computer market has been becoming steadily more competitive since the boom
in 1981/1982, and Sunshine, along with nearly every other publishing house in the business, had already closed or "sold te
k11" some titles, (Buying to kill is when a rival magazine buys out a title aand incorporate that title with its own)” -
like Sunshine itself did to Home Computing Weekly from Argus Press, so its Fopular Computing Weekly could have a open
market, P.C.W. has sincce been sold by Sunshine to Focus Publications, along with itS otner Lomputing tities - "Somewhere
in 1967, the HD, Jenny Ireland, took the decision to concentrate on financial journaliss, which was her persenal field, and
sold Sunshine’'s remaining titles, including Popular Computing Heekly, to Focus fublications. Focus, however, were not
interested in Dragon User, as advertising revenue, on which publications are usually budgeted, was peanuts and not likely
to increase. You nmust remember that magazines usually expect to draw revenue in the thousands of pounds, whereas Dragon
User was only making hundreds, and not many of those. Dragon User is a non-profit making concern on a commercial level, and
was In danger of not being able to contribute its own overheads to the running of the Sunshine offices. To put it bluntly,
someone else would have to have our chair. So the solution was to either close D.U. or find someone to run it who didn’t
have to account for Central London office space and a share of the typist. He hoped that the latter course would prevail,
and indeed, it did, but for several wonths I had to keep one eye on the likelihood that there would be no ware Dragon Users

after June 1988."

DRAGON USER IS THE ONE PUBLILATIUN 1HAT HOLDS THE DRAGON (AND TANDY) COMMUNITY TOGETHER. HOW LIKELY IS A TAKEQVER?

"Now that Dragon Publications has been set up, I don't see the slightest likelihoog of any further moves in the UK for
Dragon User, in the foreseeable future.,”

IF DRAGON USER IS 1AKEN OVER, DO YOU EXPECT I1 WILL SIAY IN, MORE OR LESS, ITS PRESENT FORM? IF NOT, WHAT NEW FORM IS
PROBABLE?

"The intention is to continue running DU as seemlessly as possible. He will have to see how the magazine prospers and where
ne can trim costs without reducing the level of production.”

DRAGON USER ONCE HAD MANY LULUUK FAGES. INDEED, MANY FAGES. WHAI WAS 115 HIGHEST CIRCULATION, AND WHEN HAS IT? WHAT IS ITS
CURRENT CIRCULATION FIGURES? WHAI UKUP WAS EXPERIANUED [N THE MONTH WHEN DRAGON USER WEN1 “SUBSCRIFTION ONLY™Y

"I don't know what the highest circulation was. Looking back through the older issues, I can’t see an Audit Bureau of
Circulation fiqure. ABC figures are taken to give an independently verified circulation to encourage advertisers to buy
space. Dragon User has been largely without direct competition in the UK, so an ABC figure would not have been much help as
a guide to advertisers. It is often very difficult to establish how many copies are actually being sold through newsagent
outlets - this is one of the big shortcomeings of magazine distribution. Hhile the migazine was selling steadily through
newsagents, a circulation of about about 30,008 would be assueed, although the actual number sold to the public 1s often
considerably less than the number sent out. DU went subscription in 1986 because it became clear that revenue coming In
fron sales would no longer support distribution. It was go subs, or close. Unfortunately, the readers only received ene

' ice . y ime, , but 1
BRIENNE B8R0 or® out ™ eSlEPEE1ust” adthBd Vol Bu 035 VBRISDRET GRG ORRRTGi0 E1 100 Bt WEnere SHLLT Tulning Cntil 2

vear, or two years later. Some of them are stil re-joining. I believe the subscription base was around 6,000 in July 1786,

which would give a nominal readership of 11 - 12,608 before that, many of them irregularrs. This fits quite closely with my
experience of special interest magazines.” =



IF, AND WHEN, A COMFANY DO TAKE OVER DRAGON USER, WILL YOU MOVE WITH IT? IF NOT, WHAT DO YOU INTEND TO DO IN THE FUTURE?

"Personally, 1 will stay with DU while ny personal and professional position allows me to.”

WHAT COMFANIES HAVE ALREADY EXFRESSED AN INTEREST IN TAKING OVER DRAGON USER?

“I'n not naming names, but several people frilled me about the possibilities of running DU. Bob Harris wad the one who got
around to talking it through with the management.”

MANY USERS WILL BE WORRIED ABOUT THEIR REMAINING SUBSCRIFTION. WILL THEY HAVE & REFUND FOR THE REMAINING ISSUES IF MO BUYER
IS FOUND, OR WILL THEIR SUBSCRIPTIONS BE HONOURED BY ANY NEW BUYER?

“The subscription base of DU will continue as it ever did. There might be some hiccups while Bob converts the entire list
to his coeputer base, but that Is to be expected. Host people shouldn't even notice the changeover. Sunshine have promized
to forward all our wail, incidently, for the ones who really don't notice/"

DO YOU FEEL USERS SHOULD PUT THEIR TRUST, AND MONEY, INTO THE NEW PUBLISHERS OF DRAGON USER?

"I've been pleasantly surprised by the number of pecple who, prio to knewing (or indeed, my knowing) that any changes were
afoot, said to me ‘I don't know If DU can keep going for another year, but here's my subscription, because we've got to
support it.' Bob has a good track record in managing his oun business and In general persistance and ingenuity, and he's
not in it for a quick buck. Readers are as safe with Dragon Publications as they wmould be with any publishing company:
paybe moreso, as they have a vested interest in keeping the magazine secure.”

HOW DO YOU, PERSONALLY, SEE THE DRAGONS FUTURE? WILL IT BE ANY WORSE OFF BECAUSE OF SUNGHINES DECISION TG CEASE FUBLICATION
Ur DRAGON USER?

“Ihe Dragon Is not going to be a serious threat to IBM. That said, it is still in a position where it is being supported
professionally = it is not siaply a user-group affair, It provides cheap and versatile computing for many purposes, and s
providing what Is know as “entery level experience’ In Industry jargon to people coming Into computing. That will last as
long as 1t lasts, and will come to an end, I suppose, when the supply of second hand machines dries u¢ completely, which it
shows no signs of doing just at the present.”

_"As for Sunshine's departure, the magazine has been self-financing since it went subscription, so the chage of ounership -
shouldn't make a hap'orth of differance to its prospects. It many even Improve them, as Bob has an imsider’s view of the
Dragon market, which Sunshine d1d not have, and has a vested interest in promoting it as widely as possible, while Sunshine
were becoming Increasinly dizposed to caution.”

T0 ADD.

“The Dragon market is mow In a pozition where the suppliers are in collaboration rather than In competition with each
other, so that they should feel free to support DU within their own prosperity. I know there have been some In the past who
feel that they operate wvery independently of Uragon user, put o think they may underestimate the importance of simply
having a publication iike UU available. I don't subscribe to many magazines, because I prefer to browse, but I would never
stop buying magazines, even mhen I'm not particularly active In a particular area, becuase they help to keep your herizens
open to new possabilities.”

Thank vyou, Helen, for hoth the time and effort you put inte answering our guestions, and with the Dragon and Tandy
comaunity in general. Good luck with the future, and all the best with the "new look" Dragan User!

¥ You can contact Helen, and Dragon User, at their new address-
DRAGUN PUBLICATIUN, 4Y Alexandra Koad, Hounslow, Middx.
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THE aMMERICAMN COMMECT LN

MUCH HAS been written about the software available for the Dragon and CoCo "on the other side of the Atlantic". Dragon
Nagazine checked it out/ He found, as suspected, no mention of the Dragon, but only of the Tandy CoCo I, 1I, and recently
the New CoCo III - which is now dominating the CoCo scene in the U.S., but is not destined to be brought over here. Tandy

programmer could probably sort the little differances out, which maybe found in the commercial software in the U.S. A user
not very good at M/C should be aware, before ordering, that the software may not run on’his or her Dragon. This may, and
should not deter many users, however. Another point worth mentioning is that a lot of the software, especially the newer
titles like Beach Head, Gauntlet, and Paper Route will only work on a 64k machine! There are scme 32k material too,

hawever, so0 all you 32 owners don‘t leave the page!

TOM MIX SOFTWARE

A company which seems to publish a number of "coin-op" conversions is Diecome Products Inc. of (amada. Among their titles
are Missiors Rush'n Assault - a Commando style game, similar to Fire Force. faladuril Flame of Light and Lansford Hansion
are two test and graphic adventures, similar to the like of The Vortex Factor and Trekboer. They alsa publish Paper Route
(a Paper Boy conversion), Knock Out, Marble Maze (an excellent "Airball") and Karate. To name a few. Definately worth
checking out if your into Arcade games!

A name you all are bound tc be familiar with, is Tom Mix. Know by many because of the vast range of titles they wrote which
Micredeal published in the U.K., Tom Mix trade themselves in the states. Titles include Horld: of Flight {which costs
$34-95 over there!), a more recent flight simulator, Flight 16, Goldfinder, Dragon Slayer, Sailor Kan, and HANY more. They
also produce, what I beleive is a follow up to Airball and Hizard Quest, named HIZARD'S DEN, which looks very good from the
screen shot!

Utilities galore, come from Sprectrum Projects, many of which look very useful and at not too bad a price. If you in search
of autility, be it for 2 tape application or 05-9 then try Spectrum for a list, their titles are much too numerous to list
here! _ .

Another company specialising, which many may.find interesting is Sugar Software or specialise in, mainly, special interest
software = such as Rental Property Income and Expense Managemen Package for Estate Agents, and Bible Story Adventure which
is a graphic adventure for young children and their family on the Old Testament! They also produce not o odd products like
TIMS an Information Management system, which has been marketed in the U.K. at one time by EuroSoft. A number of
interesting, and potentially useful titles here, and a quick response too! “

There are at least twy DTP packages available, which look great, but are CoCo III only (NOT Dragon compatable, because its
a enchansed CoCo - aetter graphics, 128k ram and so on), but there is a simple alternative, for the not so adventureous.
The CoCo Graphics Disigner allows mainly A4 posters to be designed (not for a lot of téxt, like DTP packages!, and will
also allow Banners 0 be designed, if your using contineous paper. Several fents and "clip art" is included, as well as
drivers for the Epson, Gemini, Tandy's DMP range, Seikosha GP100/250@, CGP-220 and Okidata, plus a few othars (you should be
suited!). Sounds quite good, looks quite good. At around £15 ($29-95) its reasonably priced too. Zebra Sy:stems Inc. are the

publishers,

Hardware is still oquite a bouyent market in the U.S. with Tandy (Radio Shack) producing the Multi-Pak, DC Modew Prograz
Pak, and a Hard Disk Drive interface. As well as joysticks, and the thing I, if not many other Dragon ownzrs would like, a
CoCo Mouse! Oh, if wnly they would distribute them over here. That goes for the CoCo 3 too - an excellen: computer, which
is CoCo compatable to a large extent, but with many more features. ’

It's got 126k ram, Waich can be expanded to 512k, its graphics capabilities are excellent, with 160 by 197, and 320 by 192
res, available in al' 16 colours, or an amazing 640 by 192 in 4 colours/ All that the Dragon should have been, but wasn't,
I would say/ The price is $199 (about £115), though it can sowetines be bought for less.

According to Ray Smith, Dragon Magazine reader who's IMPORTED a CoCo III, "Hhere the CoCoJ really coses into its own is
with 0S-9 Level II, with the high speed, mindowing and multitasking facilities which have to be seen to be believed.” Ray

imported ome when they had a special offer on, just before Christmas, when it was offered for just $115 (about £70). He
i ¢ course, adjust power supplies, and need a monitor because of our FAL system, cann’t
ggenusré%d ctsg pgy }TB?MI ugﬁxsl%he%nq gnteresie?i ?nqupua%"ing on%P, ﬁey nust %e aware of4the problems outlired )elxbove', and be

repared to pay imort duties. Ra aid £22 on nis LoCo, but it varies, it may be you get charged a Jittle (he knows
gom one who on?yyhaé lo pay £10). Bastax?y, you ve just got td wait and see.’ S e !

T
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Also on the hardware front is a Video Digitizer from The Hicro Horks. Many other products are available, at various prices,
fron extreanly useful to the useless. A subscription to Rainbow or Hot CoCo can help solve that problem, though they are«
quite expensive - good value, I hasen’t to add, though. LN

HINTS ON IMPORTING

[ts a risk, imparting, but with the majority of companies your fine, but some may be a little less trustworthy, and while
it may be difficult getting a refund for no products over hear, if you don’t even live in the country, your risks,
obviously, incrase. Ray Smith suggests you keep to the older companies, who have advertised for several years. Then deal
with those who take the credit cards, like Visa and Barclaycard, and the like. Finally, wait until the dollar is riding
high in the markets (not bad at the moment, but you've just missed the a big high, which could have saved you pounds!). Be
prepared to pay import duties on hardware, but disks and cassettes usually pass without any such duties. Basically, take
care, and you should be ok, and enjoying your USA products in a reasonably short time!

[f importing software, and if you don‘t know who to trust try Kelly Software Distributors Ltd. of Canada. They are Canada’s
largest National distributor of Colour Computer Products, and carry a VAST range of titles from most of the software
companies. You will be able to trust them, and place just one order!

A list of all the suppliers mentioned are listed below. No prices and lists have been included, because they can vary from
distributor to distributor, and some have special ordering details and prices, and some may not allow ordering from other
countries. Systems required (ie. 32k or &4k, tape or disk, and the like) are too nuherous for a magazine article. Most
suppliers will send you their price list if you write (its best to menticn CoCo II prie list, incase they have not heard
of the Dragon!). We tested their response to a price list, and replies varied, fron abbut 8 days (thats from the day we
posted it!) to 21 days. Not bad! Good luck! i

v

% We would like to thank Ray Smith for his help with compiling the information contained within this article!

CONTACT ADDRESSES :

COMPUTIZE Inc., P.0. Box 207, Langhorne, PA 19047. U.S.A.

COLORWARE, 242-W West Avenue, Darien, CT 06828, U.S.A.

DIECOME PRODUCTS INC., 6715 Fifth Line, Milton, Ont., Canada L9T 2X8.

RADIO SHACK, 300 One Tandy Center, Fort Worth, TX 761082, U.S.A.

KELLY SOFTWARE DISTRIBUTORS LTD., Marlborough P.0. Box 403, Calgary, Alberta, T2A 7L3. Canada.
THE MICRO WORKS, P.0. Box 111@, Del Mar, CA 92014. U.S.A.

SPECTRUM PROJECTS, P'Of Box 264, Howard Beach, NY 11414, U.S.A.

SUGAR SOFTWARE, P.0. Box.744é, Hollywood, Florida 33081, U.S.A.

lebra System Inc. 78-04 Jamaica Ave., Woodhaven, NY 11421, U.S.A.

(Please Note: Dragon Hagazine, mor its publishers, or the column writer recommends, any of the companies listed, It is
inforsation only, to be used at your discretion)

HiBh quality Oragan softwacre
aF any time [arcade, utility
buSiNESS and adventurel  Far
markEting on a8 royalty basis

by a leadinf nane in Oragan
products,

FABRIC RIBBON CASSETTE RE-INKING 2
: ¥ : 5 T it 541 paid
- Trial Offer: £1 per ribbon . NOUT SFtuace conre vhia aut
Post used cassette(s) with payment to: ‘g;é?rg;?"g;‘;?fs RSN
ALADDINK (Dept )¥). 4 Hurkur Crescent, A . -
Eyemouth, Berwickshire, TD14 5AP ' gt g il
Tel: 08907 50965

jl‘Jl Rimima, Trpns ., 13 am
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This program is a fairly straight—forward database, for use by anyane
who plays role-playing games. It runs on a disk system only, but could
be changed to run on a tape system. vat

When it is first run, it generates a blank file of 184 “forms” which are
all ‘blank. These +forms are then Ffilled in with data by the user.

Seven attributes are used, which are set to the equation for the
monster. For instance, a Dragon’s SIR (strength) may be calculated using
6D6%1¢, so you would type "6Dé%10" for STRK.

The code used 1n role-playing games tor this sort ot thing is fairly
simple. 606 would gen=rate 6 rolls on a six—sided diej 4412 would roll a
l@d-sided die 4 times, etc. |he number can be added to another,
multiplied etc. The following are typical scores: ‘

STR - &Dé 2 Roll a six—-sided die six times
CHR - 1@ s Charisma Iis 10.

INT - 1D20 Intelligence is rolled on one twenty—sided die.

w

LCK — 1D166+27% : Luck is rolled on a hundred-sided die, and twenty Is
added.

L]

Whereas in real life, only five dice exist in common role-playing game
use, the computer can generate any size dice.

The databas2 is simple to use. Ine +irst 1ine 1s the title ot the game,
both for screen (G$) and +or printout (G2%) which is lowercase.

142 PRINT" 3 ....uvev.. CREATE MONSTER(S)®
158 PRINT" 4 ..uvvevueeees PRINT DATABAGE"
1 6$="CALL OF CTHULHU":B2%="Call cf Cthulhu" 151 PRINT" 5 vivvnvsnnnnnas LIST MONSTERS"
© 5 CLERR SC2a 152 PRINT" & vvvuvenrevees RENAWE MONSTER"
6 RESTORE:DIM A%{),A(7):FOR I=1 TO 7:READ A3(I):N- 160 FRINT" X viveennnnnsnsnnnennnas EXIT"
EXT 173 PRINT:FRINT"WHICH(1-6/X) 7"
7 FA$=GTRING#(228,"+") 160 I$=INKEV$:IF I$="" THEN 180
19 ° "MDBASE" ' 198 IF I$="X" THEN BOCT
20 CLS:FRINTe v or n vt prumaien URITRBADE PRI 202 ON VAL(I$) &OTQ IBBE,2@2@,3&99,4@2@,55@@,6@9@
SPRINI (L) 1705 o1 DRULNDUN T SPRANTSFRING “PRESD HIRY 219 507D 102
KEY" 1603 CLS:PRINT"CHANGE/ADD TO DATABASE":PRINT
SU PRINIIFRIMECOLINSER ] UATHBRDE DLSK) - 1116 GOSUB 19700
48 1$=IMKEY$:IF I3="" THEN 42 1128 PRINTESS,"";:L=32: GOSUR 1800
58 ERRCR GOTO 72 1130 F3=R¢
: 68 A=LOF ("MONSTERS.DAT"):G370 120 1142 FOR I=1 TO T:FRINTRI32+1#32,"";:1=28:6OSUR 18
76 ' NO FILE o8
8@ IF ERR(>160 THEN 10222 LIS8 FE=F$+A%:NEXT I
O CLS:PRINT"CREATING AND BLANKING FILE":CREATE"MC 1168 N$=LEFT$(F$,32)
NSTERS.DAT",22302: °  ENOUGH ROOM FOR 183 MONSTERS 1170 * NOW CHECK FOR AN EXISTING MONSTER CALLED
91 FOR I=1 TO LOB:PRINT@44,I:FHRITE"MONSTERS.DAT",- "N$’
FROM 1#228-227;FA$s:NEXT 1175 P=Q:BP=0
95 CLOSE ! 2 1188 FOR I=1 1D IZ@:PRINT@416,I:FREAD“ﬁGNSTERS",FR
100 CLS:FRINT"MONSTER DATABASE":PRINT:CLOSE OM 1#228-227,FOR 32:N1$
110 ERROR GGTL 12002 ° ERROR TRAP 1198 IF Ni1$=N¥ THEN P=1%228-227:1=202
28 PRINT" | . GE/AD 17UIF NI$=BTRINGH(I2,"") AND BP=0 THEN BP=1%228
133 FRINT" 2 i

‘H") [QEENNY
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1208 NEXT I

210 IF P THEN PRINT@414, "MONSTER EXISTS" ELSE 1383
1228 PRINT:PRINT"rEPLACE OR 1EAVE?"

1230 T$=INKEY$:IF I$="R" THEN FWRITE"MON TERS",FROM
P;F$;:6070 100 ELSE IF I${X"L" THEN 1238

1248 GOTO 100

136@ IF BP THEN FWRITE"MONSTERS",FROM BR;F4$;:60T0
o0

1310 PRINT@416,"ND ROOM. ":WAIT 1009:G0TO 108

1799 60TO 1799
1608 Ay=""
1831 PRINT"+";
1802 I$=INKEYS: IF I$="" THEN 1802
1883 PRINTCHRS (8) ;
1804 IF I$=CHR$(B) THEN IF A$C"™ THEN FRINTIS::AS
=LEFT$ (A%, LEN{AS) -1) :EOTO 1801
1805 IF I$=CHR$(13) THEN 1810 ELSE IF ASC(I$)<32
THEN 1801
1805 IF LEN(A$ICL THEN A$=A$+1$:PRINTI$;:IF LEN(AS
)=L THEN RETURN ELSE 1821
1610 IF LEN(A$)CL THEN A3=A$+" ":GOTO 1810
1811 RETURN
1500 PRINT@44, "NANE: *: PRINTSTRINGS (32,128) : :PRINT:
FOR I=1 TO 7:PRINTA$(I);":";STRINGS (28,CHRS(128));
:NEXT T:RETURM
1910 DATA STR,CON,SIZ, INT,PON,DEX, ARM
2000 CLS:PRINT"SEARCH DATABASE":PRINT
2010 GOSUB 1960
2028 L=32:PRINTE96,"";:GOSUR 1800
2030 FRINTES16, "SEARCHING ..."
2039 NN=D
2040 FOR 1=1 T0 100:PRINTR448, I3 :FREAD"NONSTERS
ROM 1#228-227,FOR 33:N$
2050 1F NS=RE THEN NN=I:1=200
2068 NEXT I:IF 13150 THEN 2120
2070 PRINT@A16,"NOT FOUND®:PRINT:WAIT 1822:G07D
2100 FREAD"MONSTERS" ,FROM NN#228-227,FOR 229;F$
2118 FOR I=1 T0 7:A$=MID$ (F$,1426845,28) s FRINTRI#12
+132,A%; 1NEXT
2120 PRINTRA15,"PRESS A KEY":PRINT
2130 IF INKEY$="" THEN 2138
2140 GOTO 100
2500 ' EVALUATE EXPRESSION A$
2510 IF INSTR(AS,"+") THEN 2600
7528 IF INSTR(A%,"¥") THEN 2700
2538 Bt=h¢:BOSUB 2802:R=N:RETURN
2600 T1=INSTR(RS, "+"):BS=LEFTE(AS, [1-1):GOUB 2300
tR=N: B$=MID$(A$, [1+1) :GOSUR 2600:R=R+N:RETUR
2700 T1=INSR(A$,"") sB$=LEFTS(AS, I1- 1).aaaua 2808
tR=N:B$=MID(A$, 11+1) :GOSUB 2800: R=R*N:RETURN
2800 * EVALIATE B$
2805 FOR 24 TO 7:1F LEF
1 7=100
2804 NEXT:F 1058 THEN RETURN
2010 IF IMTR(BS,"D") THEN 299 * DIFE
2820 N=VAL(BS) sRETURN
2900 NI=VAL(B$): I=INSTR(ES, "D") : B3=MIDS (BS, I+1) :N2
=VAL (B$)
2918 N=D:fOR I=1 TO Ni:N=N+RND(N2) :NEXT I
2928 RETUN
3000 CLS:IRINT"CREATE MONSTER™:PRINT
3018 INPUMONSTER/RACE"; At
3015 IF A="" THEN 100
3020 INPUGUANTITY"D
3095 IF LN(ASIC32 THEN A3=As+" 26070 3095

309 M=

122

T4 (B$,3)=A$(1) THEN N=A(I)

12

XI0M FOR 1=1 TO 100:FRINT@A4,1:FREAD"HONS
1¥228-227,FOR 33:N$
3110 IF Ng=A$ THEN ¥=1:1=202

3120 NEXT 1

3138 IF 1150 THEN PRINT"NOT FOUND.":GOTO 1818
3149 FREAD"MONSTERS",FROM M¥228-227,FOR 779-c+

3150 FOR W=1 TO Q:PRINTE-2: PRIN.L— yii$: PRIhTE—E

316@ FOR J=1 T0 7:FRINTE-2,A$(J): :

3163 IF MID$(F%,J#2845,7)="N/A" THEN PRIHT£-2,"N/Q

"iAL)=0:6070 3150

3170 A$=MID$(F%,J#2B+5,28) :60SUR 2500

3188 PRINTE-Z,R:A(J)=R

S190 NEXT J:PRINTE-2,"HIT @ "5 INTU{A(D)4A(3))/2):P

RINTE-Z:NEXT W

J202 GOTO Zg1A

4200 CLS:FRINT"PRINT DATARASE":PRINT:R

PAFER AND FRESS R KEY"

4210 IF INKEY$="" THEN 4218

4815 NN=0

»»—4

RINT"POSITION

ing”;CHR$(14) FPINTf_L PRINTE-2

4220 FOR 1=1 TO 100:PRINTR12S, I

4930 FREAD"NONSTERS" ,FRON 1$228-227,FOR 229:F+

4035 IF F$=FA$ THEN 4270 .

£0SQ PRINTE-2,LEFTS (F§,32) sPRINTE-2

4060 FOR J=1 TO 7:PRINTE-2,A$(0)5" 1 ";MIDS(FE, 092

B+5,28) s NEXT

8B5S PRINTE-2:PRINTE-2

4866 NN=NN+13TF NN=5 THEN MN=O:FOR P=1 10 5:PRINTE
~2:NEXT:FRINTE=2,CHRS (16) 16283 Monsters (cont. )"

CHR$(15) :FRINTE-2: PRINTE-D

4eia NEAY i

GEHE BUIU 1uw

SR LLSIERINTYLLS? FUNSTERS" s PR 1)

9198 N=y

820 FOR I=1 7O 182:605UB S208:FREADNONSTERS", FROM

14228-227,FOR 33:FF$

330 IF FFEOSTRINGS (32,"#") THEN PRINTFF3; ek

5042 IF N{13 THEN 5100 '

LN oo

5850 IF INKEY$="" THEN 5050

5868 CLS:FRINT"L IS? MONSTERS" :PRINT:N=0

S1BE NEXT I

5112 IF N=B THEN 129

9120 IF INKEYS="" THEN 5128

5138 6070 120

90T I1=FEEK(4H3B) : 12=PEEK( uFB?):PRINT@ié,I;:FGHE
¥HER, 11:PGKE &HE9,22:RETURN

608D CLS:PRINT"RENAME MONSTER":PRINT:GOSUR 1920
6818 FRINT@FS,"";:L=32:605UR lo@w

6022 FRINTRA14,"SEARCHING ...

6EZ5 M=0

ezum FOR I=t TO 100:FRINT@44S, 1:FREAD"HONSTERS" , PR
M 228%1-227,FOR 33:M5

6”42 IF N$=h$ THEN M=l:1=200

6858 NEXT I:IF M= THEN PRINTR416,"NOT FOLND":PRIN

THWAIT 108:6070 1@3

6060 FRINTE96,""; :L=12: 60508 1800

6065 FREAD"MDVSTERS" FROM 228#M-227,FOR 228;F$:MID

$(F$,1,32)=0$

6270 FYRITE"MONSTERS" ,FROM 22841-227;F3

6260 GOTO 120

9959 END

10200 * ERROR TRAP

(0ﬁtm<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>